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To the Honourable Sir Edward Dymocke 
Knight, and Champion to His Sacred MA E- 
STT, and High-Sheriff of the County of 
LINCOLN. 

SIR, 

T% Sober and Grave Apophthegme, which I 

finde given by the Antient ewe "231 pre 

Sile & liberaberis „ mt Engliſh thus Be ſilent and 

be ſafe, gave a little check to my Reſolves both for 

the Pulpit and the Preſs. That Impreſs, which Cam- 
bden iz his Remaines tells us a Gentleman choſe, 

Tuti montes, tutum ſilentium; Silence and ſoli- 

tude the beſt ſhelter, takes uo ſmal mepreſſion upon 

me. He that travails abroad in publick,, muſt expect 

to be wounded by two Thieves, Envy & Ignorance 3 

the firſt hath his eye alwaies upon a blot, and he will 

be ſure to hit it; and the ſumm of bis numeration is 
onely what mus ſpoken ill. The ſecond , as be ſome- 
times admires , ſo he as often condemns that which 
he unde rſt and not. He that kuoweth leaſt, carpeth 
moſt + to make cood that Proverb, That a Flie hath 

a ſpleen. Let the Diſh and the Dreſſing be what it 

will, there eius variety of palates, as nere among 

Horace bis Gx:/ts,it's an hundred to one,but the Coo 

is quarrelled with. But, Sir, my Reſolve rather to 

ſerve you then ſecure ny ſelf, brought me firſt upon the 
| 2 Stage: 


Stage; and its the ſame that makes me continue ſo. 
Tour Command bound me for the Pulpit,and to the 
Auditory,by way of Diſcourſe;and your Candor brings 
me tothe Preſs, and to your Self,by way of Dedica- 
tion. What was preſented to your Ears, is here repre- 
ſented to your Eyes: not as commanding your pains in 
the review,but craving your Patronage. Tour Com- 
mand did firſt give life to theſe Conceptions ; they are 
therefore Tours. I humbly expetci that right, that you 
will own them. The Subje4 was ſeaſonable, had the 
Speaker been ſuitable ; the SubjeSt deſerves your Pa- 
tronage, the Speaker deſires your Pardon. It is print- 
ed, as it was preached, without alteration, ſave only 
that I preſent it to you intire, as it was penn'd, with 
ſome few reſerves of Application in the cloſe, which 
my fear of too bold entrenchment upon publick Con- 
cerns made me omit. It is not Ambition, but Obedience 
to your Self, and the commanding Requeſts of other 
Friends that makes me appear in print; & if 1 meet 
with ill meaſures from any that read it, I can efleem 
it oue Compenſation,that it is, whileſt I am, 


SIR, 
Your humble and obliged Servant, 


OBA DIA HOWE. 


(1) 
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PSATL. IxXxXxXxU. Verſe 6. 


I bave Jer ye are (Gods, &c. 


of V — D, our holy Pſalmiſt, ſtands recorded both 
and a Prophet , both a Judge and a 


reacher , both judging the Preachers, and 
— to the Jud He telleth us Pſal. xl. . I have 
preached righteouſneſs , 11 "m2 in cee magno , in the 
great Congregation , we read it; but RA is qualitate, 
as well as quantitate v, as Shindler notes. The Se- 
— reads It x, leis uy and t 18 of the ſame 
titude too 5 tears 15 Majeſty 5 and n, are 
Princes or Great ones. So that David's preaching in cet 
magno is but in cet# magnatum : and in the great Con. 
gregation , that is, inthe Congregation 22 ones. Da- 
Sid | is his own beſt Comment, and teſt, that he did itz 
2 cxix.46. I bave preached righteouſueſi before Kings: 
and his own heſt inſtance, when he did it, Pal. ii. Be 
wiſe, O ye Kings; and be ye infirufted, ye Judges of the 
Earth. 

But howſoever , here in the Text, the whole Pſalm 
is Concid as Magiſtratum , and may be truly called, for 
ſoit is,4 Judges Sermon. And if Afarlorat calculate right, 
and if not, he erreth not with a few of the Learned, 


W ho 


(2) 

who tell us, Pſalmum hunc ſingulari in uſu fuiſſe apud 
Indeos , & ad hoc compoſitum , ut vel novis Iudicibus , 
vel ſingulis ad Indican dum conceſſuris præcineretur, that 
© this Pſalm was in ſingular uſe among the Jewes , and 
c pen d to this end, to ling it before new Judges , or to 
cc every one when they came to ſit apou the ſeat of judg- 
ment. And if thus, then I think I have pitched right, it is 
a fit vein, whence to ferchmater tor this folemnity 3 and | 
might quit my ſelf well, if I took not the Verſe, but the 
Palm , net for my Text , but my Sennen, 41 
mm; and make it my task, not ſo much to preach my 
repetition of David's Sermun, We ind God often ſpeak- 
ing to man, but here ſind man ſpeaking to the Gods. And 
it's worth our obſervation , what's ſpoken, where Gods 
are the Auditor, and no lelic the Orator. David,it's trug 
did both judge and preach , his typical relation to 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom there the ſacred Monopoly of 
thoſe Divine Offices, King, Prophet, and Prieſt, li- 
cenſed him for that double ſervice ; but now both 
precept and preſcription divide them. The dury inthe 
one by providence is mine, the dignity in the other 
(My Lords) by Patent is yours. Your Paterit is written 
by David here , and ſcaled by him, whois the fountain 
of honour, Jeſus Chriſt himſeit , Job. x. 34. with an 
Ov du,, dg YE]: A the 3iripture cannot be broken, 
your Commiſſion being thus writ and ſcaled, I have 
a threefold Task. Firſt, to break it oN Secondly, to read 
it. I hirdly,to give a Hort charge. Ihe ſirſt in the Nomina- 
tion. The ſecond in the Exp dien. The third in the 
Application of the Text. Torhe firſt I addrefle my felt 
to an calie work, ſoon done, in zaminge the Text, 
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as the learned may find it, cr ]] O77 TONY, or as 
the loweſt may read it, I have ſaid Te are Gods. 

The Text is but a ſmall Cluſter ; but, if well preſt, 
full of liquor; conciſe it is in ſentence , bur very com- 
prehenſive in Senſe 3 but four words in it, and yet four 
parts; every word ſtanding as an entite member inthe 
ſucceeding diviſion. 


The Judges Dignity, in the d,. 


2. The Judges Commiſſion, in the wen. 


4+ UW 2 =» 


The validity and force of that Commiſſion, in 
the W. 

The particular applicaticn to Time and Perſon, 
that every one may take their ſhare both in the 
Dignity and Duty in the dr &. 


The Judges dignity , they are Gods. 
The 
The validity of that Commiſſion, it's ſaid by 


udges Commiſſion, they are ſaid to be ſo. | 


one that may ſay it. 


This is applicable to all Magiſtrates and Judges , 


8 their Place and Office are fo x and as to 
all, ſo to you (Ay Lords) he hath faid, Te 
are Gods, 


The Text being thus well ſpelled, if as well put to- 
gether, as it ſhapes out work fora Judge, ſo it ſtirreth 
up a judge to his work, in laying before him this Do- 
&rinal Conſectary, which I intend, by the divine aſſi- 
ſtance, for the matter of my enſuing diſcourle, 


That 


(8) 
That © Magiſtrates and Judges are not leſs then Gods, 
and God himſelf hath ſaid it. 

Thus your Commiſſion is broke open, and my firſt 
task diſcharged with caſe. The ſecond I am now come 
to, which is to read your Commiſſion, and ſo diſtinctly, 
that all may hear and fear,and the reading of your Com- 
miſſion is the due underſtanding of the Text: and, that 
I may do it clearly, I muſt ſpeak a word firſt of the 41, 
ſecondly of the Amarti, thirdly of the Elobine. 

Firſt , for the Ai, I have Gid „who is this I in the 
Text, that ſaith You are Gods. That Queſtion is appoſite 
here, that is put Id viii. 34. Doth the Prophet ſpeak of bim- 

felf.or ou other man? Doth David (peak of himſelf, as if 

he ſaid it, who was but a man, and may ſpeak out of mi- 
ſtaken thoughts, as Aba, who crifced e 
Damaſcus that ſmote bim, 2 Chr. 28. 3. Thoſe would be 
low and imaginaryGods,which are of mans making. And 
here there may be as great a miſtake, as in the men of 
Lyitra, who ſaid of the Apoſtles, who were but men, that 
Gods were come down in the likencſs of men. The Magi- 
ſtrates authority is weak enough , untill we know who 
this 7 is inthe Text. Suppoſe, that it be David, that here 
ſaith, yet the authority will be ſtrong enough, his inſpi- 
ration for a Penman of Holy Scripture licenceth him to 
call them in ſpirit Gods, as it did to call Chriſt in fpirit 

Lord, Mat. xxii. 48. The of David the Apoſtle 

owns , and gives us a reaſon why we ſhould do ſo, Ad. 

11.30. He, being a Prophet, and knowing that God had ſworn 

with an oath, and ſeeing this before, le thus ſpake. David 

either ſpeaks it our of Scripture, or it is Scripture be- 
cauſe he ſpeaks it. Propheta eit in perſona ſacram $criptu- 


ram 


to the gods of 


(5) | 
ram docentis ait, Ego dixi, ſaith Cajetan: that is, He ſaith, Cejeten. in 
IT have ſaid, in the peſto of one, who is diffating holy ** 
Writ. And Chriſt himſelf when he takes cognizance of 
it, John x. 34. brings it in with an O i zygeuulrer is md ring; 
Ts it not written in your Law? Davids ſay,if it be his, muſt 
paſs for their Law. But yet we are ſhort in the Ani, it 
reacheth beyond a David ; even to God himſelf: Poteſt 
hoc accipi in in Dei perſona, faith Marlorat; It may be ta 
ken in the perſon of God himſelf. Propheta ducit eum 
ipſum loquentem , faith Mollerns: The Prophet produceth "rw. 
God himPelf ſpeaking thus , IT have ſaid. And ſo beft an- 
ſwering to the words of Chriſt, John x. 34. If be called 
them Gods,to whom the Word of the Lord came. His word 
befpeaketh them Gods, whoſe word ſanctifieth the Son, 
and ſent him into the world; and if ſo, the Magiſtrates 
authority is undoubted 3 for Gods word mult ſtand : 
thongh every man be a liar, yet God muſt be true, and 
his word ſhall ſtand, when mans ſhall fall. Let Tyrus, 
though a mighty Prince,ſ«y it, nay with the Emphaſis of 
theLanguage,Fzek,xxvili.g. YONN TORN Namgquid dicen- 
do dices, In ſaying thou ſhalt ſay. In laying he ſaid it, that 
he was God, as it he would take no controll either from 
earth, or heaven; yet it did not ſtand, becauſe God did 
not ſay it, there was the impdr SIu# too for Herod, the 
people cried and ſaid, that Herod was God: faid it ſo,as 
not to whiſper him fo in a corner, but as with drum and 
trumpet to proclaim him ſo by popular ſuffrage, and yet 
it did not ſtand , becauſe God ſaid it not, Ads xii. 22. 
But here in the Text this Azi I ſay it, and it ſhall ſtand, 
and the Scripture cannot be broken. 

Secondly, The Aumarti, I have ſaid;it may be demand- 

B 
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' Almighty forebeir Sanction? Tit 


(6) 
ed, Hath the Magiſtrate, and Judges,onely the dy of the 

es of honour and digni- 
ties, eſpecial exeeutive powers, are not looked upon as 
valid, without hand and ſeal, as well as word: their 
Commiſſion ſeems to be but ſlenderly fortified, that hath 
but his ſay for it. But its enough in this caſe. There needs 
no farther ſanction of any thing under the Sun, then, ac- 


cording tothe known language of Scripture,The month of 


the Lord bath ſpokes it. Jeſus Chriſt hath no more for his 

| power, which he univerſally exerciſeth over the 
Church, or the whole world: and Supremacy is ſtrongly 
enough veſted in him by the 1;» of his 5 Pſal. it. 
The Lord hath ſaid, Thou art my Son, this day have I le- 
gotten thee, Conſult the Linguiſts, and they will tell us, 
that ox, the Verb in the Text, ſignifies his cogitevit , 
his dixit, his jw{/rt, his conſtituit ; his purpoſe, his dec la- 
ration, his precept, his inſtitution: ſo that by his Vord he 
as well conſtituteth, as declareth. It was ſo in his firſt Cre- 
ation, his dixit was his fecit, he ſpake the word and eve- 
ry thing was made. It is ſo alſo in the methods of his Go- 
vernment, he calls things that are not as if they were, and 
they are that thing they were not, it was fo as to Jeſus 
Chriſt. So David our Pſalmiſt telleth us, Pſalm ii. His 
Mc in one verſe is his n in the next verſe. In one ver. 
It 18 7 bave ſaid:in the other confTitxi,7 have ſet my King 
upon my holy hill ofSion: which telleth us, that theFathers 
ſaying was an authoritative conſtitution of the Son as 
King. And thus the Apoſtles in 1 Cor. viii. 5. 
u his Ty au in Rem. xiii. 1. His cating them Gods in 
one Text, is his ordaining them Powers in the other 
Text: as if he would tell us, that his ca is their valid 
and 
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(7) 
and 2uthoritative ordination. Hence is it, that MM the 
Subſtantive Ggnifies antoritæ, and poteſios,as well as ver- 
bum; authority and power, as well as word: as if power 
and authority was truly derived from the Fathers word. 
And ca ſigniſies Prizeeps, or Judex, to tell us, that 
there needeth not farther a corroborandum to a Judges 

wer and authority, then this in the Text, I have ſaid. 
Thus all is valid enough, both in the Ani, and inthe 
Amart1. 

Thirdly,but tor the Magiſtrates Dignity in the E lobim: 
here we are more in the dark , then before in the other 
two; and it is not eaſie to apprehend, how Men fhould 
be Gods. 

Firſt, we know, that theſe Twins, God, and Mar, are 
not born out of the ſame womb : theſe Notions of God 
and Mar do deny ad invicem very vehemently inScri- 
pture. God and not Man, faith God of himſelf, Hof. xi. 
9. Man and not God, ſaith God of Tyrus, Ezck, xxviii. 9. 
Chriſt onely excepted, who by virtue of his Hypoſtatical 
Union was privileged for both. | 

Secondly , a Deity and Immortality are inſeparable. 
t Tim. vi. 16. © who onely hath Immortality. It is his 
own elegant Paraphraſe upon the name Jehovah, 0 61. 
$ is, $4 i444 &r Who was,ts, and is to come. And God 
himſelf immortaltzeth his own Being in that com- 
prehenſive term of duration, I am : from eternity to e- 
ternity, he faith, I am, Fxed. iii. 

Thirdly, the Scripture ſpeaketh but of one God. 1 Cor. 
vii. 4. v God but one, one Lord and one God to us, v. 6. 
And God himſelf bounds this Mount, leſt any ſhould 
dare to approach, and boldly invadea Deity, I/. xlv. 


5 «4 22. 


(8) 


22. I am God, and beſide me there is none; I am God, 


and there is none elſe. Yet behold the teeming womb of 


the Text, big with Paradoxes, more then Twins. 

Firſt, dend to the Magiſtrates, who indeed are but 
men, he — 2 that they te G, contrary to the 
firſt. Hereby favouring the 4nthropomorphite. 

Secondly, when he hath aſſerted them Gods, he doth 
with the ſame breath tell them, they (ball die ke wen, 
eontrary tothe ſecond. Herein falling into the Tents of 
the Theopaſchite. 

Thirdly, here are mentioned Gods in the Plural, and 
ſo ratified by the Apoſtle, Gods many . and Lords many, 
contrary to the third. Here by reviving the exploded He. 
reſie of the Polytheri?. 

Methinks,now I ſhould feem to have the Judges Com- 
miſſion wrong end upwards ; or, it to be like the hand- 
writing the wall in Daniel, written in foreign and 
ſtrange Characters, ſo that the Wiſe-men could not read 
itz or, as Iſa. xxix. 11. The viſion is become like a book 
that is ſealed, one ſaith Read: and that's my preſent task. 
But I may anſwer, I cannot, becauſe its ſealed. But a due 
underſtanding of the Flobiav, I hope, will be as the clevis 
or Ae to —— and a clear ſolution to this ſeem- 
ing Riddle. 

e ſhall find, that in Scripture God hath many names. 
St. Jerome, and the Rabbines, ſumm them up to ten. But 
our task is not to find out how many he hath, but which 
of them are attributed to the Creature, and which not. 
To clear this we muſt know, That the Names of God are 
of two ſorts ; either ſuch,as flow from his efexce;or ſuch, 
as flow from his influence; cither from his izcommunicable 
Being, 
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(9) 
Being , or from his Communicable Attributes. Such, as 
flow from bis Incommunicable Eſſence, or Being ; as 
me 11 278 edel, Ebieb, Tah , Shaddai: are 
proper o to God , and attributed to the Crea- 
tures never. Titles, by which God will be known, 
nome elſe ſhall. Diſtinguiſhing Titles admit norof a 
Communication , leſt all things ſhould run into a 
arity betwixt the Creator and the Creature, This 
me Jehoveh , the Antient Jews, fay is ven oe, 
Gods Proper Name, and he doth no lefs himſelf , when 
he faith I/. xlii. B. Tam TE HOY AH, that is, My 
Name and my Glory will I not give to other. The 
Learned obſerve, that this Name Jebovab hath many 
Grammatical Privileges : As not to admit of 71 Empbe- 
ticum, not any affix Pronouns , nor any coniirufive 
Form, nor any Deelenſfion. The Reaſon is given by Bux- 
torfſe ; Nia ſui exbibet notitian, nec alis ſigns opus h- 
bet. It is to glorious a Name, that it carrieth its luſter 
in its own face,that it need not as the Diamond from the 
foil , borrow any thing from ſuch forrain helps. The 
Scripture calls it oy , Lev. xxiv. 1. that Name, by 
way of Emphaſis ; and God calls it himſelf Glorioſum 
& Terribile Noms, Deut. wxviii. 58, Ay Glorious 
and Terrible Name. The Antient Jews, dwelling too 
much _ theſe hints, dandled up the Notion to too 
great a height of Superſtition, and it came to be a- 
them a Name (as our learned Gregory expreſ- 

ſeth it) of ſuch immoderate reverence , that they ime- 
gined, that it was by that Name writ or engraven up- 
on Afoſer's Rod, that, & by an holy and divine Charm, 
he changed his Rod into a Serpent, divided _—_ 


(1) 
and commanded Water out of the Rock; and that by 
which Chriſt himſelf, having it engra ven upon his foor, 
did heal the diſeaſed , and diſpoſleſſed Devils. Upon 
theſe thoughts the Jewes were ſo far from attributing 
this Name to man, as they would not permit man to 
attribute it to Code; but it muſt be ron oo Sew 
bammphoraſh , Ot e inte ny i inexpreſible Name, 
to be ſeparated from mans diſcourſe, and not to be 
named, but expounded by other letters: and if any 

rſon,but the High Prieft 5 or he in any other place, but 
the Holy of Holes; or there in any other caſe, then the 
Benedifion , (ſhould adventure to name this Name, it 
was death by their Law. But our preſent Cate will not 
be cleared by ſhewing what was not, but what was, 
and is, and may be attributed to the Creature. 

You muſt know theretorc, that thoſe names, which 
flow from Gods Communicable Attributes (of which 
there are many, one of which is this of FL) are 
given to others belides God himſclf ; wherein he is 

pleaſed to communicate that Sovereignty and Powe! 
to the Creature, winch is originally in himſelf, and 
herein doth asthe Sum in the Firmament, reſerve him- 
ſelf ro be the Fountain of Light and Heat, eventhen 
when he lendeth his Ecams : for all thoſe Names and 
Titles, that he lendeih to men, they are but the Irra- 
diations of Majeſtie, Power , and Authority upon 
them. But the next thing Conliderable is to examine 
how theſe Titles and Names, particularly this of F lob: xe, 
is given to Man. 

Amongſt the various waies of coming to the know- 
ledge of God, mentioned in the Scriptures , this is one, 


per 


| 


(mn) 
per viam eminentie , by way of eminence, that is, when 
we behold any excel! in the Creature , we trace it 
to God himſelf, and judge it eminently to be in him; 
and fo we add the Name of God to that thing: as, the 
Cedars for their excellent height, becauſe God is high, 
are called rm the — God z; the Lion, becauſe Pla. 
of his ſtrength, and becauſe 


inacceſlible height, and unvanquiſhable ſtrength, are 
called often the Afourtains of God : and thus Princes, 
Magiſtrates, and Judge, becauſe of the greatneſſe of 
their Place and Office , and excellency of their En- 
dowments , had this honour, to quarter their Eſcutche- 
ons with God himſelt. Upon this account Aſoſes firſt 
in Dext. xxxiii. 1. and David himſelf after, both as 
Princes, and David as Prince and Prophet; cach of 
them had this diguity ing Title gπ]]¾o R N, 1he man of 
God: Nebem. xii. 24. But this ariſet h not to fatisfa- 
ction in our preſent Caſe, becauſe here is not Elolin 
conjoyned , but Flobime fingly : and the Judges not 
called Aer of God; but they, being Men, are called 
Gods. 

To farishie this laſt and great ſcruple, we muſt know, 
that the Word and Name Flobim is attributed either 
properly or improperly in Scriptures. If properly, then 
its given to God himſelf. Thus faith an Antient Jew, 
Flobim eft epitheton dominatorir aut judicis: & talis 
elf vel antverſalis, domininm babenr in mundum um- 
verſum ; vel particularis , ut Index inter homines. 
This Elobim is an Epithite or Name of Dominion and 
«Judgement: and this either univerſal to one, that hath 
univerſal 


God is ſtrong , is called ln. 16. 
N, the Lien of God ; Mountains ; becauſe of their = 


x31. 20. 


(12) 
«univerſal dominion over the whole World, or particu- 
*lar,as a Judge amongſt men. And thus it is given to God 
as the prime , ſole, abſolute , Afoderator of Heaven and 
Earth, as one who is Judge hiwſelt , as Pſal.1.6. and 
udge of all, Ger. xix. And this Name properly be- 
—— him, or to any other, as Judge , palling Sen- 
tence and Execution. Upon which ground our Saviour 
Chriſt ſpeaking to him as a udge , executing the ſeve- 
reſt right upon his Son , cried not Ichbovah, Iehovab, 
but E, EV; or, as Aark hath it, E loi, Elos, Afark xv. 
þ4 And, if we may take the received opinion of the 
| 2 when this word Flobime is given to God, 
there is a word of the Singular Number added to it, as 
Gen.i.1. a won Creavt Dit, The Gods created the 
Heaven and the Earth: that hereby they might hold 
<« forth the Unity of Eſſence, and th Trinity of Perſons. 
Lombard in Part. 1. and Rn H. 2. is very expreſle in it, 
and Galatinus in lib. 2. De arcanis Catholics veritatis, 
cap. 9. is much more elaborate iu it: though the learned 
Buxtorf. in his Philolog. Theolog. Diſſertation. De Nomi- 
mila Dei, brings againſt it nine cogent Reaſons , which 
I cannot now examine; becauſe, at the beſt , dis will 
not ſerve our turn, as not being to the caſe in hand: 
Clear it is, that Flobim is Gods Title; but we are to 
examine, how its given to the Creatures. We muſt 
therefore conſider, that this word Elebim is uſed imptu- 
perly in Scripture ; and ſo it is uſed either De 
Or wdſevopr; » by an Irony , ot by a Mctapbor. 
Ironically , and fo it is attributed to the Idols , which 
either the Heathen, or the 1ſracltes at any time ignorant- 
ly worſhipped 3 as Jadg. xvii. 6. it's faid of Aficab, 
] 
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erin raft , he had a houſe of Gods, of Elohim, the 
right name of them was G, as Tal. xcvi 5. all 
their Elobim arc Flilim, fome think fo called from 
den, quait ron du, becauſe they are not Gods, but 
this is ſomething too ſhort, they may be ſomething, 
though they be not Gods. I think rather from c, and 
ſo the word >> n1hil „ lignifying wotbing, coming up 
to the Apoltles , ou ales, 1 Cor. viii. 4. An Idol u 
wothing in the world, and it by a reverential miſtake 
Idolaters will have the Elie turn'd into Floh. God 
hienſelf will by an Trony gratific their deſire, and call 
them Fabi too, but to thew that they are Gods , but 
of a ſpurious extract. The Rabbins make them to bear 
the note of Baſtardy in their coat, and call them in con- 
tempt N in the feminine gender, But neither dork 
this relieve us in uut preſent calc. 

Secondly, Elobiw is attributed to the Creatures by a 
Mctaphor, and ſo it is given either to Angels or Men. 
the Scripture ones this diſtinction, u, bred is d 
g «rin 13 ye 1 Cor.viits. called God: in heaven and int 
earth ; Thoſe that are called Gods in heaven are the 
bleſled Angels 3 and that they are fo, I ſball not trouble 
you with many Scriptures 3 only compare two which 
will put it beyond all doubt, Plal.viii.g.David faith, Lord 
what is man that theu art mindfull of him? thou haft 
made bim little lower g. wo then the Floh. But let 
Paul be David's Commentator, and he will tell us, that 


he made him a little lower = <z4acc then the Angels. web. 2.7 


becauſe they have a tutelary power veſted in them over 
the Saints, being the Afialiters of God for good, i thew 
that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, Heb. 1. t. not fo much 

C one 
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out of Courteſſe as Charge; for ſo he gives bir Angel; 
charge to Keep them in their waies, as allo to be the In- 
ſtruments of his Vengeance upon his Enemies. They 
are called Gods, but yet this ſatisfies not ; let us go but 
one further, and it will bring us thither where we 
ſhould be, and that is to the Apoltles / ini ric 23, the 
Gods that are wpon earth; and thus by a Metaphor 
it is. 

Secondly, attributed to Men; and ſo to Prizces, A- 
giftrates, and Judges ; thus they ate called all over the 
Scriptures: In the Old Law it frequently occurreth to 
us ; Exod. xxi. 6. if the Servant will mot depart from 
bis Maſter, be hal bring bim cer N to read it 
well, to the Judges, though in the text itis to the God: ; 
and Exod.xxii.g. If the Thief be not found, the Maſter 
of the Houſe ſhall be brought(el-Haclohim)to the Judges, 
and 1 Sam.ii.25. If one man fin againit another Wee 
. the Judge thall Judge him. 

Rabbi Atoſes Ben. Majmon indeed (as it he intended 
to blunder the Magiſtrates Commithon , that it might 
not be diſtinctly read) he aſlerts that this Name Flake. 
is properly attributed to man, and but improperly to 
God, whom A. Earbenel that Learned Jew , underta- 
keth, as well he may in this conteſt , fave onely that he 
drives his ſhafts too far; and in avoiding Scl he falleth 
into Charibdir, and ſtriving to refel that Rabbin , who 
faid that Elobim was p ly attributed to the Magi- 
ſtrate ; he doth it by the other extteam, and proves 
that Blobim is not 4 properly or improperly attri- 
buted to the Judges. And as for thoſe Texts ei- 
ted, Exod. xxi. 6. & Exed. xxii. 8, . where the man ĩ⸗ 
10 
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to be b t we read before the Indger. He likes not 
that, bur thinks by an Ellipfs , ſome word being un- 
derſtooed , muſt be added to make up the ſenſe, as in 
Exod. xxi. 6. bis Maſter ſhall bring him : rrinors ume, 
he would read it ad Indicinm Dei, to the jud of 
Sed, not of the Gods; fo the Flobim to denote not 
Mar , but God, And he is confirmed in it, not onely 
by the Septuagint , who reads it Hehe , be- 
fore the Tribunal of God;, but alſo further by that Text, 
Dewt. xix. 17. where he thinks there is the like expre(- 
fion : and its ſaid there they ſhall fand, rev 128% , before 
the Lord; which he takes to be the ſame as if it had 
been faid before, the Flobim : and he argues as he 
thinks very ſtrongly, thus: Nam enim bic quoque dice- 
war, quod Sacerdoter & Indices Scriptura vocet Nomine 
Dei proprio tetragrammato. * Shall we think that the 
«Scripture calls the Prieſts and 5 by that proper 
Name of God 7choveh: and if not by that, when they 
ate laid to ſtand before Ieboveh; why in the other, when 
they are faid tobe brought before Elobim. And if this 
be truth, the Judges Commiſſion may be laid aſide, 
and we to feck in our Work, as to the Flobim in the 
Text. 

Therefore I think I may anſwer that learned Jew thus, 
granting him his main — that Elobim is not attributed 
to man properly. Yet all that he faith doth not refel this 
truth, that it is attributed roman improperly, and by a 
metaphor : as for that Text, Dent. xix. 17. where they 
are ſaid to ſtand before Jehovah, it excludes not the Ma · 
giſtrate that Text includes them. They are ſaid to ſtand 
gore the Lord, and before the Judge, and when _— 
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the Judge, then before the Lord alſo, becauſe the Judge- 
ment 1s Fs Dewi. 17.&heis with them in ſudgement, ach. 
xix. 6. So that though God be Jebval, yet the Magiſtrate 
may be Flein; and though cht al cannot be given to 
man, yet Elobim may: let God have 2 to himſelf, 
and man the FE lobim.Or further, Tſal. Ixxxii. i. where the 
Text faith, vow owns 792 trim EI judicabit in 
medio E lobim. So that here is an Elohbim tor God, and yet 
an E lobi for the Judges : God he is, and yet Gods they 
are. So we read it in our Tranſlation , God judgeth a- 
mong the god:r, ſo that God may have his proper and con- 
nate, and the Magiſtrate his derived and borrowed EF [o- 
bim, And for his Ei that our Aut hour would have 
in thoſe Texts, Fxod. xxi. 6. & Exod. xxii. 8. it is nei- 
ther weceſſary, nor convenient : not neceſlaty, becauſe 
the Chaldee Paraphrait , the Interlimeary , the Hebreo- 
Samaritan, the Arabick,the Syriack Veriions all of them 
have coram Judici bas, ad Judicem, or ad Judicer, as we 
read it before the Judges. Belides, its not compenient; for 
though it may be admitted in thoſe two Texts before 
quoted , yet it will make us fall foul upon other Texts, 
where the Magiſtrates are called Gods , and where that 
ſuppoſed Eipſe, cannot be reduced to conſtructive ſenſeʒ 
as in Exod. xxii. 28. Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, 
wor ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy people , where there is a 
a manifeſt , one tearm to explain the other, Re- 
vile, and ſpeak evil, one and the fame : fo the God, 
and the Kaler of thy people, both one; and there it is F lo- 
lim, asinthe Text. So in Pſal. xxxii. t. God judgeth a 
mong the gods, The later, Elobim muſt be taken 
for the Magiſtrate , I Cor. vin. 4, 5, 6. Gods wany, and 
T ord: 
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Lords many, and that on the Earth which muſt be the 
Magiſtrate, and Job. x. 34. if he called them Cod+s, to 
whom the Word of the Lord came : where there isa 
manifeſt diſtinction betwixt the Lord, who ſent his 
Word, and the Gd, to whom that Word of the Lord 
came. So that Ithink we ſhall force this truth againſt 
all Cavil , that Magiſtrates are called Flobim, or Gods, 
in Scripture, — to that in the Apoſtle, There be 
many that are called God, which being thus cleared, will 
give life, and add much clearnefs to the Judges Com- 
miſſion. 

Vet one thing more is here conſiderable, that, when 
its ſpoken of and to Magiſtrates, it is as here in the Plu- 
ral number, Elobim Gods. Some would have it becauſe 
of the greatneſs of their office and place : and fo accord- 
ing to the uſe and cuſtome amongſt us, who ſpeak to 
K ings, and Princes, and Magiſtrates; and as they write 
Nos in the Plural number, its not onely as matter of 
State, but upon good ground;datur id honori ejus qui its 
appellatur, quali ob dignitatem initar multorum ect , 

th Crel/ins : as the people ſaid unto David, Thou art 
worth ten thouſand of us, 2 Sam. xviii. 3. Or as others 
would. It is in the Plural number, becauſe the Magi- 
ſtrate is not ſingle, and alone, 2 — Its the 
ſword of the Lord, and the ſword of Gideon; Judge- 
ment is his, and he is with you in Judgement, 2 Chr. xix. 
6. And we ſtand before the Lord and the Judge 3 and 
therefore it mult be Elobime 5 but there is ſomething 
more init. And I am of Afoberns his mind; who faith, 
Nanquam tribuitur with abſolutt Elobim , qui ſimul adda- 
tur reftridtis five nota , © The name Elobims is never at- 
C 3 trĩ· 
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« tributed to one ſingle perſon, but there is ſome note of 
«reſtrictions as Fxed. iv. 16. God told Afoſes he 
ſhould be to Aaron in ſtead of God, not Eoin abfolute- 
ly and imply, as in the Text, but ot, for, or inſtead 
of a God. But when he ſpeaks it as here, abſolutely, that 
they are Gods, he means it not of any one ſingly, bur of 
the whole body of Magiſtracy. And Magiſtrates teach 

ing us, that it is not a perſonal , but officia Digntty' its 
their Title, not ex drenitate humans, fed ex diqnatione 
divina ; Not of Mans deſert. but the Divine tavour to 
conferre it. And Gods they are, Non natura, ſed partici- 
petione; Not by nature, but by participation, bor- 
rowing their borrowed Deity from a higher perſon after 
this long and narrow diſcovery , That the Magiſtrates 
arecalled Gods, The next thing that deſerves our conſi- 
derat ion is, Why they are called Gods# the reſolution 
of which will help us — farther in the reading the 
Judges Commiſhon,and will be as the ſalt to the whole 
diſcourſe, without which, the ambitious nature of man 
would tumify in the fond dreams ofa Deity, the miſtake 
is too eaſy to mans ſwelling apprehenfions. Thisitchaf 

ter a Deity above us, loſt us, and expoſed us tothe Di- 
vine, but tart Irony , The man is become like onc of us , 

Gem. ill. 22. Tyra, arrogantly aſlumed it, and Herod 
ambitiouſly accepted ir, Gur to both their Mines, if we 
may believe the Learned, this was the firſt piece of Ido- 
latry which crept into the world. Sofome read the Text, 
Gem. iv. laſt. mev roIxTSy Sree, Thus then did they 
begin to call men by the name of the Lord. And very great 
if not more then probabilities, that from the firſt, men did 
either aſlume a Deity to themſelves, or others did as im- 
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. — 
py that facr e 
b vale Princes and Rulers, as by — real Deities ; 
as — of Aug. 
- --tibi maturos largimur honorer, 
Turandarque lum per nomen ponimuns Aras, 
Wos was re ſhy of accepti Title of Domian, 
or Lord at firſt, but at laſt coul alla that of God al- 
ſo. Neither was this of ſo late a deſcent as Horace , and 
Anguſtz:, For Joſeph got a ſinack by dwelling in 
Eg ypt,when fo frequently he [wore by the life of Pharaoh, 
It is molt i — — trery to court mortality into Gods 
Throne. And for man cither to give, or take in this caſe. 
For the Samaritans to call 4ntiochus their God, though 
he ated more like a Devil ; or as the Poet. 
Ediftum Domini Deique ri. 
To look at the Emperour as Lord and God : for 4 
tizs to demand thoſe ſacrifices which were prepa 
the Gods, to be offered up to him as Cd, or for the peo- 
ple to intend to offer acrifices to the Apoſtles, as ſo ma- 
ny God: ; though they rejected it with #by do you Sirs , 
ice we are men of like paſſrons with your ſelves ? 
— Lords, when tell you, and that from the Lord, 
that you are Cod. I intend not to tell you that you can 
divide theSeaz Cauſe Jordan to ſtand up on heapsz The 
- to go backwards; Or the Moon to ſtand ſtill, hereby 
to incourage you to lay claim to thoſe unimitable foot- 
ſteps of his power, if l ſhould, you would ſoon convince 
me: as Canutxs ence King in this Iſland , confuted his I 
ycophants that told him he was God, and could re- mam. 
a= aſtuations ofthe dea: He wrapt up his Cloak 
on 
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du an heap, laid it down upon the ſand , and fitting 
upon it with his Scepter in his hand: Commanded the 
Sea; but it weuld not obey him. I muſt here ſay ei- 


re. ther with that good old Father: Tmperaliorem Deum 


non dicam quia vel mentiri neſcio , vel enum deridere 
ce vow Audeo *© | dare not call the Emperour « God, 
ce either becauſe I dare not lie, or becauſe I dare 
te not deride and mock him: Or elſe I muſt apolo- 

ire with Jol xxxii. 22. I am not to 3 flattering 

itles to Man, for then my Maker would ſoon reprove 
me: and the next words dcth it etiectually, Te fall die 


like men. 
And yet Gods you are, 
rote t, ? Power. 
, Yritalis by 515 le. 
Isentitate geris 0 n oneneſs of =" 
Fins End. 


with God 


The Magi- Ja. Dignified with? = Titles 
himſelf, 


t. Veſted with 325 Power 

ſtrate is Jg. Imployed in ( wore 

4. Directed unto 52004 

la the proſecution of which particulars : I would lay 
down this Rule: That what is _ in Scripture of 
the Supreme Magiſtrate , holds alſo true of thoſe that 
are ſent of him: and what is ſpoken of inferiour Magi- 
ſtrates, holds more true eminently ef the Supreme. Thus 
the Scripture joyns them together, 1 Tim. ii. 2. For 
Kings and for all that are in Anthority ; and 1 Pet. ii. 
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13, 14. Whether to the King ar ſupreme , or unto Gover- 
nours , #4 unte them that are ſent by him with the 
ſame ſnbordination as all earthly power is into God him- 
ſelf. Now to proceed 

1. The Magiitrate ir veſted with the ſame power that 
God bimſelf u. Prejudge not the expreſſion, until! 
clear it. The power in God and in the Magiſtrate is the 
ſame; God rules by his own power , and a Magiſtrate 
ruleth by Gods Power + fo that in both, the Power is 

Divine; — with this difference, in God the Power 
is Connate and Inherent , in a Magiſtrate but Deriva- 
tive : yetthcir Power, becauſe their ſubſtitution is Di. 
vine , 1s of the ſame ſtamp and impreſſion : They are 
Dei Vicarii , his Deputy Lieutenants; they are the Fins 
gers of that Hand which ruleth the World. The Apoſtleis 
very exprelle for it , Rom. xiii. 1. All powers that be, are 
of God , n, and 4ni > , of Od, not onely as all 
other Creatures, that are the Works of his hands: 80 
of himare all things 3 take in the r4ey.4% in the Text; 
and that will tell us they are of him , not onely as Men, 
but as Magiſtrates 3 not onely by Creation, — Inſti- 
tation ʒ by Supreme Ordination over men, they are 
not ey and w#, but writ too, in the ſtead of. As 
God told Afoſes he ſhould be to Aaron, in lead of God. 
As Miniſters beſeech, Magiſtrates command, Sic xyad, 

in Chriſts lead. They muſt needs be Gods before us, 
that are the Repreſentatives of Gd above us; in whoſe 

Tranſactions God himſelf is concem d; as the Prince is 
in all the actions of his Miniſter of State; what they 
do in diſcharge of their duty, they do by him; and 
what they do, he is ſaid to do: The Judgement is 

D Gods, 
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Gods, Det. i. 17. and David is faid upon this account 
to fit upon Geds Throne, 2 Chron. ix. 8. And Solomon, 
although he ſat upon the Throne of his Father David, 


yet he is faid to fit mm x5, ſuper ſolinm Tehovab , 
| upon the Throne of Jehovah. They muſt be Gods , 


| that ſit upon Gods Throne: Hence all the injuries that 
, are done to them, devolve upon God himſelf 3 Te mur- 
WAIT wur wot againſt us , but again God, Numbacvi. 11. 
| Hence God aud the Magiſtrate are joyned together in 
the ſame Law of Obligation and Obedience. He that 

obeyeth not the Law of God, and the Law of the King, 

let judgement be executed npon bim, Ezra vii.26. Thy 
Commands of Magiſtrates carry in them a God-like $8- 
veraignty, not onely over the bodies, but over the 

ſouls and conſciences of men; not onely per concomi- 

taxtian , as the Schools ſpeak , but where their Com- 

mands croſſe and check not, the Law of God himſelf, 

either in the particular Commands, or in the general 

Rules: Of it St. Faul ſaith, Rom. xiii. 1. wie end iEucias 

emed, Lesevery Soul be ſabje? to the Higher Powers. 

Some will ſay, Sou there, is taken for the Perſon,or Whole 

Aan, beitſo; then it takes inthe Soul as well as the 

Body: but the Apoſtle further explains himſelf; as his 

own Comment, Col, 3. 22. where he reading a Lecture 

of ſubjection and obedience to inferiours , faith, Not 
with eye-ſervice , as men-pleaſers , but in ſingleneſy of 

heart , fearing God, do it heartily , as unto the Lord; 

heartily, iz ,, he tells us there what he meant by 

wie ud , every ſoul be ſubject; that is, from the heart 

or ſoul; true it is, that none can bind the foul or con- 

ſcience, , but God himſelf; but then we muſt take in 

God 
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God in the Magiſtrate. When the Magiſtrate com- 
mands, it's not man in the Magiſtrate , but God ip the 
Magiſtrate that obligeth : he hath Gods power, and 
becauſe Gods power binds, a Magiſtrates doth alſo. $0 
runs theTexts,Obey fearing God, and as to the Lord, and 
for the Lords jake,and let St. Pan be Doctor in C atbedra, 
and he will ſoon determine the Caſe, Rom. 13. 5. 414 
wat ele, not for wrath meerly to ſecure the body 
from puniſhment ,, and to avoid mans diſpleaſure 3 but 
for conſcience ſake , out of the ſenſe of the divine ob- 
ligation :* and what's the Engliſh of all this but this, 
That the Commands of Magiſtrates that are lawful by 
virtue of Gods power , with which the powers on 
Tarth are veſted, do bind the Conſcience for Gods 
ſake : Thus they are Gods, as acting by his Power. 

2. Identitate titnli 3 They are dignified with the ſame 
Titles, 4s the reſult of an oneneſſe of Power , except be- 
fore excepted. We muſt give God leave to lay to 
them, as Pharaoh to Toſeph ; Onely in the Throne I will 
be greater then thou, Gen. xli. 40. He hath a Name 
ml a Glory, which he gives to none other. But 
it's worth our obſervation , that all along in the 
Holy Writ , the ſame Titles that are given to Cod, 
are alſo given to the Magiſtrate ; whereby they may 
be called Gods , to give you a taſte of ſome of 
many. 

1. To begin with that which is wegnale Dei, that 
uncontrollable power 3 that abſoluta pote las, by which 


he acteth, and is by reaſon of it faid ifwiar Lyon, asthe * 21 


poster hath pewer over the clay. And his Sovereignty is 
ſach , that he hath xt 3 Ne iril's ities, Times and 
D 2 Seaſons, 


cet. 2. 10. 
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Seaſons in his own power, Acts i. 7. And David faith Pſa, 
Ixit. 2. Twice have I heard that power belongs to God. 
The #thiopick Verſion and Vulgar Latine hath it, Pote- 
f Dei eſt; inſomuch, That God in Scripture is called 
Power, Mat. xxvi. 64. that voice that came from God 
in one Text, is ſaid to come from the right hand of power, 
If God be called power , the Magiſtrate is no leſs. They 
are i too, all powers that be are of God, Rom.xiit. 
1. Be ſubject to powers, and obey Magiſtrates, T7. 111.1. 
God in reſpect of abſolute Dominion is called 424», that 
men may know the heavens rule, and Chriſt 1s *Ae29r Can. 
Me nc , Prime of the Kings of the earth. And Magi- 
ſtrates are 4:28 , principalities, Tit. ili. 1. and *tr25-Tr , 
Rome. xiii. 3. Rulers. God by reaſon of his ſtrength is 
ealled v. Magiſtrates are «#1, Thus we find it 
AT: xxiii. 26, ee gin , faith Clandins to Felix, 
God is called in holy Writ, # wr& tracts , the only Fo- 


tentate; the Magiltratesno leſs , they are Potentates al- 
- fo, He hath put rack ohe, Potentates from their 


ſeats, Luke i. 52. God in Scripture is called , the 
glory, not onely God of glory, but glory it ſelf : as the 
Prophet, Jer. ii. 11. The nations change their God , but 
Iſrael change their glory. And that voice which came 
from God, is faid to come wat ris myaronieni gg, 2 Pet. 
i. 17. from the excellent glory. And Magiſtrates are ſo 
alſo, Mes Erer;mi.me , blaſpheming the glories. God is 
called ne-, Primas, one who hath the primacy not 
onely in time, but order, and is as much as preheminence; 
as Chriſt is ſaid to have, Col. i. 18. Magiſtrates ſoalſo, 
they are Primates, and #1931 77307, the chief of the 
people, Luke xix. 47. God is called xι , Lord; its 
his 
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his — Title, as ſupreme Moderatour: and — 
are called Kiw, 1 Cor. vii. 3. Lords many. God is cal- 
led Pal. xcii. 8. oro the High one: they are called 
roy the High Ones of the earth, Iſa. x. 33. God is called 
n, the Great oe; and they are called rm, the 
Great Ones, Jer. v. 5, God is called gan, Medicus, 4 
Phyſitian , to bind up wounds, and togive health and 
cure, Pſal. cxlvii. 3. and the Magiſtrate is fo called, Iſa. 
ii. 7. 4 Healer, binding up the wounds of the body 
litick : as we fee they come in their annual Circuits, 
Spring, and Fall, to give us phyſick. God is called wwe, 
a $4vronr all the Scripture over, that ſaves his people 
by the greatneſs of his power: and the Judges and Ru- 
lers were called rywo , Seviours , Neb. ix. 27. God is 
the breath of our noſtrils , becauſe in him we live, and 
move: and he gives lite and breath. And as Jeb xxxciii. 
4. The breath of the Almighty gives us life: and the 
Magiſtrate comes herein near God himſelf, in preſerving 
a politick life. He is called the breath of our vefirile Lew. 
iv. 20. The breath of our noitrils was taken in their pit. 
God in Scripture is called a Shield , ſal. bexxiv. and 
Magiſtrates no leſs, P/al.xlvii. laſt, The fbrelds of the earth 
belong unte God. God is called the Father and Chriſt is 
called the everleiting Father, Iſa. ix. 6. the Magiſtrate 
is no leſs amongſt men, they are called nurſing Fathers, 
Iſa. xlix. 23. 1 will make Kings thy nurſing Fathers. God 
is called a Shepherd , Pſal. xxiii. 1. and Chriſt is called 
i, the chief Shepherd : the Magiſtrates are cal- 
led Shepherd: allo, I/. xliv. 28. Fzek, wxxiv. 23. 
David and Cyrus as Princes and Rulers are called Gods, 
and the peoples Shepherds: Gods, as inſtituted by — 
D 3 an 
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and the people as ſet over them, = their tutelage to 
defend them as aflock. God is called in Scripture , the 
Foundation that bears up the world, and the pillars of 
it: and Chriſt is called a Foundation, and a Corner- 
ſtone : and Magiſtrates are called Foundations allo, Mic. 
vi. 2. Hear the Lords controverſie, ye rang Foundati. 
ons of the earth; and in the Text, All the Foundation; 
ofthe earth are out of courſe, Pſal. Ixxxii. 5. And needs 
muſt they be Foundations , when in the next words he 
ſaith, They are Gods, But of this no more. But that re- 
ceived rule of Mo//erus upon the Text, Hos vobis attri- 
bui titulos, ut propter muneris ſocietatem nominis mecun 
gereretis communitatem, bringing in God himſelf ſpeak- 
ing to the Magiſtrates. In this wiſe I have dignitied you 
with all titles of Honour, that it may appear, becauſe of 
the aſſociation of Office and Power , you bold a community 
of names and titles with my ſelf, and ſo ye are Gods. 

3. Tdentitate Operis, an oneneſs of work and imploy- 
ment. The Magiſtrate here may ſay as Chriſt : Hither- 
to my Father worketh , and I work, They are Chil- 
dren of the moſt High in the Text, and they do their Fa- 
thers work. God doth his own wofk , where he under- 
taketh to judge; for Judgement is his: and the Magi- 
ſtrate doth Gods work in executing Judgement; Accur- 
ſed be he that doth the work of the Lord negligently, Jer. 
xIviii. 10. Proprie de Magiitratibus & Judicibus dici- 
tur, ſaith 2 Lapid. upon that Text. It is meant properly 
. and Magiſtrates. The work of a Magiſtrate is 

udgement and Juſtice , Jer. xxiii. 5. its ſpoken of 
Chriſt, its true; but as fitting upon the Throne of Da- 
vid, as a Prince, he all execute Judgement and Ju- 
ſtice, 
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ſtice, And this i Gods work alſo, not onely in his own 
hands , but in'theirs. The work in his own hands we 
find Dent. x. 18. He executeth Judgement. And this 
work in their hands we find Dent. xxxiii. #1. He execu- 
teth the ju ſlice of the Lord. When God by the Apoſtle 
faith, Rom. x11. 19. Avenge not, he meaneth, Nan de Ju- 
dictis publicis , ſed de Prejudiciis privatis. And when 
he ſaith Vengeance is avine, and I will repay it ; he means 
either by his own hand immediately, or by his Viee-ge- 
rents: for Vltio Aagiftratur eft Dei atis, & quum re- 


pendit Magiſtratus, rependit & ipſe Deus, ſaith Spanhe- e 
mins. The revenge of a Judge is Gods revenge, and 41. 


when the Magiſtrate repayeth , it is God that repayeth 1 
by him. So ſaith the Apoſtle Rom. Xili. 4. The Afiniſter 
of God a revenger to execute wrath. Jehoſhaphat ſet] _ 
over the people, aw» vawny for the Judgement of the 
Lord. God as the Judge of the world hath his ſword in 
his hand, and Chriſt as that man by whom God hall 
judge the world, hath his ſword by histhigh , F. al. xlv. 
and the Magiſtrate becauſe he bears a ſhare in the works 
of Judgement alſo, Mee ws, he berreth the ſword. 
And its the ſword of the Lord, and the ſword of Gd. 
Whatever ads of Judgement are mentioned ia Seripture 
as to deliver the poor, and him that hath no help: to 
make the Widows heart to ling, to be eyes to the blind, 
and feet to the lame; to be a Father to the , to 
break the jawes of the wicked, to maintain tale. wan 
lieve the oppreſſed, to be encouragement to the good, 
and terrour to the bad, and to give every man accord- 
ing to his deeds, are mutually ſpoken of God and a Ma- 
re in Scripture. A Magiſtrates ſeat is the habitati- 
on 
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on of Juſtice , Jer. xxxi. 23. and Judgement the habi- 
tation of his Throne, Pſal: Ixxxix. 14. Hence the Ma- 
giſtrate is . Adzor® > Ross. xiii. 5. Minilter of God, a ſer- 
vant employed about his Maſters Work. Are ye not 4 
fraid to ſpeak againſt my ſervant,againſt Moſes? The work 
is the ſame , and hence they are Gods. 
4. Identitate finis, both directed to the ſame end, 
God is his own Center, and God is or ſhould be a Ma- 
iſtrates Center, Gods actions are all for himſelf, and 
all the actions of a Magiſtrates ſhould be for Goc: re 
judge not for man , but for the Lord, is the Problem of 
Tehoſhaphat to his Judges , 2 Chron. xix. 6. The Queen 
of Sheba could tell Solomon , that God had ſet him up 
King for the Lord his God , 2 Chron. ix. 8. And God 
faith to David as a Magiſtrate , 99 mr» wpa2 , the Lord 
hath ſought a man for himſelf, after his own heart. 
And David faith concerning Solomon, in Type pointing 
at the end of all Government, That bi glorious Name 
may be magnified , and the Earth may be filled with bis 
glory, Tſal. Ixxii. 19. that Solomon _ be to Chriſt, a 
Chriſt to God; fo a — to both; be their lively 
Etfgies to perpetuate the memory of a God of Judge- 
ment : That in Solomon as a righteous Magiſtrate, his 
Name might continue for ever, verſe 17. but it is in 
the Text ww 7w , filiabitur nomen ejut, that as the Fa- 
ther liveth in hi Son, the Son taking both Name and 
Thing from him; ſo the Magiſtrate might be to God; 
that God might live in them as in his own Children; 
they receiving both Name and Thing from him: which 
will lead us to the expreſſe tte in the Text: which 
will in few words conelude the Judges Commiſſion, and 


clear 
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clear it as inthe Text, 7 have ſaid Te are Gods , and 
Children of the Moi? High. 

Thus Ay Lords I have been long in reading your 
Commiſſion, becauſe ſomething obſcure ; but I hope 
I have done it fo clearly, that no one can ſeruple one 
ſyllable of it; where I have diſcharg'd my ſecond 
Task. There remains a Third, which is to give a ſhort 
Charge from the Lord, who faith, Tew are Gods : For 
which | humbly beg your Honourable patience , and [ 
ſhall leave you to God and your Work; and this in the 
Application of the Text. 

I have ſaid Te are Gods. My Lords, This Text tells 
usſo, and it tells you ſo, That Tou are Gods. As it tells 

vio, it preſents us with what we owe to you: As it 
telleth you ſo, it preſents you with what you owe both 
to God aad us. 

4. It telleth us ſo, and herein we are taught what 
we owe the Magiſtrate, viz. Toowne his power , and 
to yield obedience for the Lords ſake; notwithſtand- 
ing that Inhibition of the Apoſtle, Owe mo man any 
thing, Rome. xiii. 3. his meaning is, owe not ſo, as not 
to pay, he is his own Interpreter, Render to every man 
his dues, henour to whom honour. Obedience to Ma- 
giſtrates is a debt that we muſt be always paying, and 
yet always owing. Gve unte Ceſar the things that are Ce- 
ſare. That dream of the degenerate ans, who taught 
the people to own no Power or Ruler , but onely God 
himſelf 5 muſt not paſſe either for Tradition, or Do- 
ctrine with Chriſtians; becauſe it gives fo clear a Check 
to the Apoſtle : Who ſaith, Let every ſoul be ſubjedt to 
the higher powers , Rom. 13. 1. They that cry no — 

E ut 


(39) 

but Ceſar , denying God his Supremacy over man, 
and they that cry no King but Zeſ#s , denying man his 
of Supremacy under God, do both erre, not knowing 

the Seriptures, and the power of God. Unhappy Le- 
vellers, that would thus make plain thoſe Mountains, 
that ſhould bring forth Righteouſneſs, and the Hills that 
ſhould bring forth peace unto the people, Pſal. Ixxii. 3. 
That man vhat can ſcruple mans power under God, 
will in time ſcruple Gods power over man. To ſpeak 
evil of Ruler, is bad and forbidden , Exod. xxii. 28. 
but to ſpeak evil of Dignities , and deſpiſe Dominion, 
and ſo to ſtrike a blow at the root, is far worſe, Jude 
viii. and is that ſpirit that the Apoſtle told us ſhould 
aQtuate the laſt and the worſt of times. Sub jection is 
every Where commanded , and therein Dominion and 
Rule is founded. It is a weak miſtake, that becauſe 
the Apoſtle faith v word 18 wy wdrr ar34u malig dlion 9 * et. 
2. 13. Obey every Ordinance of man ; therefore Magi- 
ſtracy muſt be a humane Ordinance; and as it receives 
it riſe, ſo it may be laidalide, according to mans plea- 
ſure. A bad Comment upon ſo good a Text. The Apo- 
{tle Pax] being witneſſe, Rom. xiii. 2. who faith it is 
d h, the Ordinance of Gd, and he that reſiſts, 
reſiſts the Ordinance of God. Particular Ordinances 
may be humane , but the Fundamental Ordinance, 
which gives life do the power, muſt be divine; or let 
Magiſtracy be Obje@ively , Swbjediruely , and Termina- 
tively Humane; yet Originally it muſt be Divine: 
Dominion and Soveraignty is part of the Image of God; 
whence Man in reſpect to his power over the Games, Is 
called the Image of Gd, 1 Cor.11.7. And certainly none 


can 


(31) 
can impart the Image of Gcd, but God himſelf ; and 
the clearer we ſee the lines of Dominion' and Power 
drawn over any Perſon, the nearer he comes to the Dei- 
ty. And it ſhould be a Nli me tangere ta all tongues and 
hands of violence, Tonch not mine anointed. It is ſto- 
ried that Phydias a Painter at Athens, did fo curiouſly 
intermix the Picture of Afinerve the Goddeſſe and his 
own together, that noone could deface the one, but 
they muſt deface the others hereby expecting that the 
Picture of the Goddeſſe ſhould be the dreadful Pro- 
tectrix of his Effigies. But ſure we may be, that God 
hath ſo curioufly enamel'd his Own and Mans Image 
together in a Magiſtrate , that none can deface the one, 
but they muſt deface the other; hereby expecting that 
his Image on a Magiſtrate, ſhould be the Dreadful 
Protector of his Perſon and Power. Let no bold hand 
invade or uſurp Chriſts Charter, which is to put down 
all Power, Authority, and Rule ; as 1 Cor. xv. 24. for 
Chriſt himſelf isto do it : when all derivations muſt re- 
vert into their Original, and he will call in all his Com- 
miſhons , and Chriſt himſelf muſt ſurrender. That will 
be to make God All in All; but for man topreoccu- 
pate Chriſt in that work , will make God Nothing 
at all. 

Thoſe filthy dreamers the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Iude viii. 
who deſpiſe Dominions , dreamers they are, and filthy 
ones; alſo they do but dream; becauſe the Scripture 
cannot be broken. We read of two Rods the one of 
Moſer , the other of Aaron, The Rod of Moſer as a 
Prince, the Rod of Aaron as a Prieft, The Rod of 
Moſes as a Prince, ſwallowed up all the Rods of the 

E 2 Magi- 
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Magitians, EF xod.vii.12.and the Rod of Ares bloſſom d 
and brought forth ripe Almonds , without Earth, Nuss. 
xvii.8. to ſhew that theſe two, Aoſer and Arrow; or 
as Zach, iii. and iv. Chapters, Zerwbbabel and Joſbua, 
Magiſtracy and Miniſtry are thoſe two Sons ot Oil, 
which as Zach. iv. 12. as two golden pipes, empty the 
Golden Oil out of themſelves, and are mwyn , ſtand- 
ing Pillars, that ſhall ſtand betore the Lord of the 
= + Earth. And men ſhall find it as eaſe to diſanul 
the Law , that the God of Nature hath made be- 
twixt Day and Night , Summer and Winter, asto re- 
verſe that Covenant that he hath made with David 
his ſervant as a Prince, and the Prieſts his Miniſters, 
Ter.xxxiii.20,21. and thus they are dreamers, Bur t 

2 , thus the Apoſtle calls them ; they 
defile the fle, Jude viii. and therefore deſpiſe domi- 
nion, that there might be no heir of reſtraint, tobe a 
terrour to the evil; thus making proviſion tor the luſts 
of the fleſh ; that as when nia in Iſrael, they may 
do every one what i good in his own cet: thus they are 
filthy dreamers. And it would do well for men to con- 
ſider that the Rod of Afoſes, whenit was thrown upon 
the ground, was turn d into a Serpent, Fxod. iv. 3, 4- 
Let us take a ſurvey of that Text, And beſaid, calf it on 
the ground, and it became a Serpent.and Moſo: = from 
before i; and the Lord ſaid put forth thine hand and 
take it by the tail , and he put forth his hand and canght 
it, and it became a Kod in his hand. We have ſecnthe 
lively Comment upon this Text. The Rod of our A- 
ſer hath been thrown to the ground ; our eys have ſeen 
it, and it then became a Serpent , and we have felt itz 
and 
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and our Aſoſes himſelf fled from before it, and we la- 
mented it 3 but now God (t mercy) hath ina- 
bled him to take that by the tail; he hath 
caught it, and it became a Rod again, and a ſtrong 
Rod to rule, and our foulsrejoyce in it. But hence let 
all know, that Afoſe: Rod caſt upon the ground, will 
become a Serpent, and that will carry a ſevere ſting in 
the tail of it, They that re, ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation. 

2. The ſecond Applicatioa will run ſomething more 
ſpecial to thoſe that are concern'd in matters of Judge- 
ment this day, whether they be to ſtand before , orto 
ſit upon the Seat of Judgement. And firſt to thoſe that 
are to ſtand before it, either as Plaintifſe, Defendant, 
Witneſſes , Council , or Inry. I know the claims of Cu- 
ſtome, and the great Concerns in Jud , call for 
a particular wand os every one of theſe. I ſhall not be 
ſo prodigal of that little time have left, as to wpati- 
ate too much upon every Topick or Common Places 
onely I ſhall make uſe of this one Director in the Text, 
unto them all fucceſſively , which may help them in 
the matrers of Judgement , and it's this. He hath faid 
they are Gods, aft by his Power, are imployed in his 
Work , the Judgement is Gods, and God 1s with them 
in Judgement , 2 Chron. xix. 6. and God judgeth and 
ſtandeth in the tion of the Gods, Pſal. bexxit. 
1, 2. Therefore my advice to you all, in what relati- 
on ſoever you ſtand, as it's given to my hand, is this, 
Dent. xix. 17, mv ihr wh As the Arabick verſion 
reads ent ſe coram Tthovah, Let them ſet themſelves ' 
before the Lord. So ſpeak, and ſo do, as before the 
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Lord, and as 2 Chron. xix. 7. Les the ihe Lord be 
ben you , take bred and ds it. _ 

1. To you who are Plaintiffs and Defendants, whom 
the Jewes call roam wa , . I hope it is not ac - 
ing tothe proper Idjur of the language, which in- 
— ſignihcation, that you will prove your ſelves 
litigions and contentions men, or men of content eon. Yet 
ou muſt know, that in all Law-contentions. there muſt 
— an unjuſt complaint, or an unjuſt defence : and 
there lyes the contention; to you I ſpeak, who have any 
Cauſes to be heard betore the Gods this day : Know that 
it is before the Lord you bring your controverlics. Let 
them then be worthy ſuch an iuſpection, to whom it is 
iniquity and a grievance, to ſind men to be the raiſers of 
Anand contention, Hab. i. 2. Indeed the ancient Jews 
have a ſaying, Cu oft Jadicium cauſa, ant lis accedat Ju- 
dicem ; its but the tranſcript of the divine rule, and 
that gives the true Engliſh of it, Dent. xix. 17. Both the 
men between whom the controverſie is , ſhall ifand before 
the Lord, and before the Judge, But then you muſt 
know, they muſt be neither the Apoſtles , nor the 
Prophets , neither the ſmalleſt matters, 1 Cor. vi. 
2. nor unrighteous actions. I/. x. 1. neither trivial nor 
unjuſt 5 we ſhould not trouble Gods Tribunal with that 
which wants either weight or right, ſuch are better com- 
unded then carned , the one being againſt the Maje- 
fty, the other againſt the Juſtice of that righteous Judge 
who ſtandeth amongſt the Gods, Petty Suits are the 
ſcab,and unjuſt ones the leproſy of Judicaturez we muſt 
not cut out work for the qndge that needs not, much leſs 
that which ought not. An n Complaint, or an un 
* juſt 
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juſt defence, are equally harſt in his eares who isa God 
oftruth and equity. Carry therefore all thy Cauſes to 
the balance of the Sanctuary, and the Bar of thine own 
Conſcience , before thou bringeſt them to Gods Tribu- 
nal, let them be thy Grand Jury, and if they return Tgno- 
ramus, let them die. It is — that is given thee 
by the wiſeſt of men, Ecclefe viii. 3. Stand not in an evil 
watter, {tir not by complaint, ſtand not in it by defence; 
do but ask thy foul this Qyeſtiorz Dare I commence this 
action before Gods dreadtull Tribunal, if not, whatdoth 
it here? If the pretended mother of the Child had 
thought that ſhe ſhould have had to dowith a Solowon, 
a man of a large heart , ſhe would have defiſted from 
her querulous fallities. But know that a greater then 
Solomon is here. Let a Spirit of Love and Peace, com- 
pound and take up. Let every man be willing to 
to right , though againſt himſelf. Man is not the Crea- 
ture that God hath made to live in the fire, it is true of 
Humane, as it ij ſaid of Divine Laws, good if uſed lew- 
folly , 1 Tim. i. 8. There is a Curie that att them, 
that delight in War z ir'strue of the Wars at the Barre, 
as well as thoſe of the Field. Theſe are the eixuws and 
the «««- which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Jeweriv.1. Wars 
and Fightings which come of our luſts. Turn not our Re- 
dim into Ateribab, our pleaſant Streams of Juſtice 
into the Waters of Strife ; they will then be both A- 
rab and Ataſab, bittet to us, and we ſhall tempt the 
Lord, and fay, 1: the Lord with , pe er no. We 
need not doubt it, for his is the Judgement , and he is 
with you in Judgement. 
2. The Witneſſes may be directed here, —_— 
Ext 
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Text ſpeaks a word to you. Set you your ſelves before 
the Lord, before whom you ſpeak , and who weighs 
both your ſpirits and your words; you ſtand before the 
Lord , and the Oath of the Lord 1s upon you : your 
Evidence is C5woſura Canſe , and directs to Judgement, 
as the Chard doth the Mariners to his Port. Prevancate 
not before the Lord, who can detect your fallity, and 
will revenge the injury: God before whom you ſpeak, 
is a God of Truth , and you had need men of 
Truth, that you may appeal to God and lay, as 2 Cor. 
xi. 31. God knoweth I be not: he isa Witnelle to di 
Teſti It is a dreadful thing to tell a lie at the 
Barre, and call God to be a Witneſlc to it. Ihe Anti- 
ent Jewes have a Saying , which will tit us here rar 
wy pH , S/ valt mentirs amoveat it Les ſuor, 
He that will tell a lie, muſt firſt remove his Wirnetles. 
Tell not therefore a lie at the Barre, until thou beeſt 
ſure , thou haſt removed God himſelf from the Barre. 
Look to the form of thy Oath, it is very full and perti- 
nent. The truth , the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. The truth without equivocation , the whole 
truth without mutilation , nothing but the truth with- 
out addition. For the Jews will tell thee, Tres veritaters 
dixerunt & tamcon perierumt , Serpents, Doeg, © Exple- 
ratores. Three told truth, and yet periſhed, the Serpert, 
Doe and the Spies, that went to ſcarch out the Promiſed 
Land. The Serpent he told Foe that if they eat the 
fruit, God knew they ſhould be as Gods , knowing 
good and evil; it vas truth, but not without equive- 
cation : they underſtood him of gational, but the De- 
vil meant it of experimental knowledge : and hence he 
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is called a lar from the beginning, Jobs vifi.44.Doeg told 
Saul that Abimel:ch the Prieft inquired of the Lord for 
David, gave him tidal, and the ſword of Goliah the 
Philiſtine, 1 Sam. *xit. 9. And this was truth, but not 
the whole truth, had he told gau that David told 4 
welech that Saul ſont bins about ſome important buſineſ? , 
he had ſaved the lives of many of the Prieſts of the 
Lord: and therefore Docę is marked with the brand of 
a lying and deceittull tongue, Pal. lii. 3, 4. The ſpies 
told the Vraclitcs there were Gyants in the Land, and it 
was truth: but they did it with aggravation, and ſaid 
it was not pollible to overcome them, and poſleſ the 
Land;; and fo they told more then the truth. They are 
herein ſaid ro bring 21 «4 lying report, or a ſlander up- 
og the Land, and they periſhed, Namb.xiv.36, 27. What 
thou ſpeakeſt before the judge, thou ſpeakeſt before 
God. Lon not this Teſtimony come out of deceitfull lips, 
leſt whilſt the Judge cannot detect thee, God comes to 
charge thee, (as he did by Peter to Ananias) Why hath 
Satan filled thy heart te lye to the Holy , Ar v. 
Tremble to think that God may by ſome amazing 

udgement tell thee and the world, thou lyeſt. The 

c Adage tcils chee, C loquitnr lingua mala, perin- 
de «if, ac  abnegaret Deum, © peccat & in celum, & in 
terra, He that ſpcaks with an evil-lying, or deceitful 
Tongue, i 4: if be denied God bimſclf,, and fins both 4 
gan Meaven and Earth. Remember that command 
that chargeth thee not to bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 
neighbour, Let not fear, malice, hope of gain, draw a 
falſe Teſtimony from thee , to draw thee into a pernitt- 
ous lye. Know that wendacii merces vilis q, the _ 
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of a lyeis very diſhonourable , a falſe witneſs being one 
of thoſe fix things which God abhors,and he that tellerh 
lyes is one of thoſe that ſhall not eſcape , Prov. vi. 19. 


xXiX.$. 

3. The Text ſpeaks a word to you, Gentlemen, that 
are of the Connſel,you that are Megna Legi Oracula,the 
great Oraches ofthe Law, whom we conſult, 2 of old, 
with whom, when, and how we ſhould go to war. Yeu 
are tothe Judge in Civil, what Jobn Baptiif was to chi 
in Spirituals, 51s fore-runner to prepare bir way ;, and 

it well, if you make crooked things raight be- 
borehand. You may do it in your Countd-giving , and 
in your Pleading at the Bar and in both conſider, that 
what you ſpeak to man, you ſpeak alſo before that God 
that knoweth well that the hand of Joa in the cauſe, 
and can point out the very men that deviſe miſchieſ1,and 
give wicked Counſel in the City, Exch, xi. 2. Your work 
1s honourable, Chrii# ſtiles himſelf the Connſelowr , and 
ies the greateſt truſt that you are capable of, for you to 
give Counſel, and we to follow it in oyr greateſt tem 
ral concerns. Therefore give it liquidly and faithfully , 
as beforethe Lord ; hquidly and clearly, not as the Ora - 
cles of old, of whom it was ſaid, 0bſcaris ambagibus re- 
ſhe « dabant , gave their anſwers znigmatically and 
rkly, that men knew not how to reſolve them 3; gi 
mo uncertain found to the battel , how ſhall men 
repare themſelves to it. Give it faithfully alſo as God 
hin felf would, let every man fee his cauſe through right 
—— I man to take upa bad cauſe, 
not a Aarch when you ſhould ſound a Retreat, 
let nct your Counſel be as Zedekiab's to A, Go wp to 
A. 
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Raewoth-Cilead and profper , when its Go up to Rat- 
Gilead and fall. Do not as the Oracles of Apollo woreee. 
(4s ſpeaks, as Philip would have it 3 let the Counſel of 
peace come from you, and if poſſible, let your advice be 
the period of every Cauſe , the end of Counſel is not 
ſtrife but ceſſation, 2 Saw. xx. 21. They arched Counſel 
at Abel, and fo they ended the matter. Let us come to 

as tothe Oracles of God for truth and faithfulneſs. 
The Rabbinical Apophthegme is ſomething tart , Cave 
tibi ab eo. 119 08907 ui confulit tibi ſecundum view 

Kam, Beware of him that gives thee Counſel rather for 
bis Commodity, then out of Conſcience , then 4bſalow 
his Counſel will be given, every warns Cauſe will be right , 
and his adverſaries wrong : and ſoa man ſhall ſeem juſt 
in his Cauſe, till his ncigkbour come and ſearch him out, 
Prov. x vill. 17. 

In your pleading at the Bar, Conſider that the Advocate 
or Counſel,the Jewes called him #70 if from x50 dulceſce- 
re, to ſweeten:then it tells you, you are by all your verbal 
ingredients to ſweeten the Law, & not to turn it into 
and wormwood. But if from 8 elxdere,or deladere, 
it tells you 2 — — nn per —— 
ancupia & e peak, by 
— A — — _—_— wreak the — 
You ſpeak before that that gives you in charge, 
— xxiii. 1,2. Put not thine hand to the wicked , wei- 
ther ſhalt thon ſpeakin a Canſe to wre Judgement : not 
a — for a 924 Cauſe, not a word againſt a good one 3 
let neither the depth of an Achitephel, nor the flouriſhes 
of a Tertxllas , neither Policy nor Oratory be employed 
againſt right and equity. Let got the Law which is the 
F2 +<« hedge 
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hedge of common intereſt appear to be made onely of 
thorns to prick and wound; nor the cloud of Juſtice, 
which ſhould overſhadow and relieve us. Be like that 
which leit ſuper eos laqueos is diflolved into ſnares to in- 
volve us. Raiſe noduſt to darken a clear one, nor bring 
varniſh to help the paint of a foul Cauſe. The woman 
which fits in the midſt of the Epha , Which is wicked- 
neſs, Zach. v. , 9. having conceived and 5 Dig, and 
now ready to bring forth; lend not your hand to deliver 
the monſter , where your judgement and conſciences 
conclude the canſe bad. Let your tongues cleave to 
the roof of yourmouths with St. Pauls reſolve, 2 Cor. 
xiii. 8. I earn do nothing againſt the trath, but for the 
trath. Your Barre conteſts are Stains Cauſe , where, 
as in our bodies the Diſcaſc and Nature, fo here Right 
and Injuſtice are ſtriving for predominance ; do — 
thus conclude, that you ate pleading betote Gods Tri- 
bunal and then you will leave a bad cauſe to ſpeak for 
its ſelf. 

4. The Text directs a word to the Tury , you are ve- 
ſted with a ſacred power, and your Oath is a facred 
Pond. You are Jadices fadl, Judges of the fact, and im- 
— lead ad judicinm Canſ#, to the judgement of 
the Cauſe. You are the perſons to whom all perſons con- 
cemed in judgement look ; you are to look upon the 
Priſoner at the Bar, to you oue directs his Complaint,and 
to you the other his Defence, to you the Witneſs directe 
his Evidence, and the Counſel their Plea ; and the 
Judge for his Sentence looks to you, and God in judge- 
ment looks upon you; you had need look to your 
ſclves. Let God and the Countrey go together in your 
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Verdict, in truth, righteouſne$, 4. meal 
your work to prepare an even way re 
our Sentence of the ſact, to the Jud + 

w. Your Verdict is Criſes Cauſe . '' ger C 
the Cauſe. Let not Juſtice have a b- | indication in that 
Critical hour, when you go from the Bar to conſult and 
return to give your JudgementzGod is with you in both. 
Be not led alide by fear, favour, or feud ; be not per- 
ſwaded, aſſrighted, or bribed lnto a falſe Verdict: let 
not God nor the Gods finde from you a lazy or idle Ver- 
dict, hudled up to fave the labour of weighing the evi- 
dence and circumſtances: nor a ſordid and coverous 
Verdict to take the advantage of more Cauſes. Act by 
Conſcience, not Contagion; by reaſon , not an im- 
plicite faith, Nox qu4 itar , ſed qul eundum, let Conſci- 
ence ſpeak before your Foreman. Let not errour in 
Judgement lye at your doors. The Talmndii?s have a 
ſaying for you, S yarw f mr, Ne J- 
dices proximum tun donec pertigeris ad locum ipſtns , 
Judge not thy Brother until thou haſt ſet thy ſelf in hi⸗ 
ſtead. Bring no other Verdict againſt hin, then thou 
wouldſt be willing he ſhould bring againſ: ee, or thou 
bring againſt thy own foul. In a word, let all perſons 
concerned in Judgement ſo ſpeak , and ſo do, as they 
may not through mad vertency have cauſe to fay, as Je- 
cob did once, God ir here, and I am not aware of it. [ he 
Text is your ſufficient Caution , he ſtands among the 
Gods, the Judgement is his; and therefore they are cal- 
led Gods. 

Laſtly, the Text ſpeaks by way of ſpecial application 
wy Lords, to you; the Judge is called by the Ancient 
F 3 Jews 
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vod Ya , the Lord of 221 or the Jud 
Nabe Law. They ſhall Rand before the Lyrd, before t 
„Dost. xix. 17. your power is from him ; your 
— — to him 3 your perſons repreſent him ʒ you 
are Gods, and your Jud is his ; and this the Text 
tells you; and therein what you owe both to God and 
us; in which I ſhall not be your Magiſterial Dictator, 
but your humble remembrancer. The Text telleth us, 
1 Kings x. 19. that Solowon had a Throne that had fix 
ſteps toit, and the Jewstell us turther, that upon thoſe 
ſix ſteps there were inſcriptions , and upon every ſtep a 
remembrancer, that he might have his duty both in his 
and eares. That when the King aſcended upthe 
, the Officer cried voun rrux? , re not Tudge- 
ment. When he went up the ſecond , the Officer cried , 
ö. Trad, Reſpelt not perſons. When upon the third, 
he cried , wrw mr 85, Take no bribes. And thus every 
, until he came to ſit down upon his Throne: that as 
inthe Temple they had their Cantice graduum, Songs of 
3 had _ the Steps of the Throne 
A tions And this is no more then 
the Perſian King was wont to have one to cry A, A 
flannel, oebilife ney utter. The Engliſh whereof I cannot 
give you in better terms, then in the words of Tehoſha- 
phat to the Judges , 2 Chron. 29.6. Take beed what ye 
do, ye judge not for man , but for the Lord. Let the fear 
| be upon you take heed and do it. You are Gods, 
then I have theſetwo things to lay before you. 


1. Becauſe you are Gods, let God be your end in 
Judgement , and his Glory the mark you aime at. His 
Glory 


Eoin 
20 19. 6. Te judge not for man, but 
the Lord z, and Devid was Ke for — bis 5 
2 Chron, ix. 8, Non que ſunt — ſed que ſunt dei 7 
dieatis. As Ie — told them, The matters of the 
Lord, «s well as the Kings matters, 2 Chron. xix. 11, 
Power and Rule was not intended as a preſervative 
—— + bus chiefly of Divine — 
to mans Injuftice , but to his Impi 
Not ——— men might not like fiſhes of 2 25 
who have no Ruler, devour one another, Hab. i. 13, 
14. but that they might not ereſpalle againſt the Lord 
2 Chron. xix. 10. The Apoſtle gives us the reaſon why 
— 2 and ſupplications are to be made for Ki 
In A, t Tis. ii. 1, 2. that wemi gur lead 
not onely f ee cle, but alſo — ze] 
ne,, not onely quiet aud peaceable liver, but in «lt 
lineſt and honeſty ; religione & ſandfimonis worm, 
in all religion and holineſſe of liſe; could you wy Lords, 
ſo order it that we might fit under our own Vines and 
Figtrees in Peace, it would be very unequal for us, to 
be refreſhed with the ſhadow of the Vine. and God to 
eat the ſowre grapesof it 3 he might ſay of your Judge- 
ment, as he did of Ifracl faſting , Zach. vii. 3. Have ye 
at all for me , even for me , © Houſe Do 
The te is Ce tri tabule , 
order and method too , — ith the firſt is —— 
Command to be obſerved and preſerved by man, God 
himſelf is moſt jealous for his own glory: So ſhould a 
Magiſtrate 
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Magiſtrate, Now tanbunn paris Cue. d Armentarian, 
ſed pietuti & Miniiter Dei, faith Aland. The 
Jews tell us that of the ſix Inſcriptions that were upon 
the Steps to Solomens Throne, the thice lowelt con- 
cerned Faltice towards man, and the three higheſt Re- 
ligion towards God] to let him know that wen he fate 
in Judgement, Religion ſhould be the neareſt lis leut, 
and firſt in his eye. Poet and Rule {ould be as J- 
cob's Ladder, wherec f as one end ed upon the danth, 
the other end teached up to Heaycns and its a good 
obſervation that one makes of Magiliracy , that tho 
motion ſhould be as the motion ot the Plancts ro the 
Primum Mobile. Philoſophers tell vs thcy are [wife in 
the motion of the w_- AMover , and flow in their own. 
So they ſhould ſee that a Nation be not carried dowa 
a torrent of violence; but more, that it be not carried 
down the torrent of wickedncile. Then I hope I ay 
tell you that all that Atheiſtica! contempt of Gods holy 
Worſhip, all thoſe irreligious and horrid blaſphemies, 
oaths, and curſings of thole whoſe language is of A- 
dod, and their tongucs ſwords and (pears to God him- 
ſelf, all that impious prophanation of the Lords Day 
That Torrent of Beal, ani humdation of Debau- 
chery that comes in upon us a5 Flood, and abounds 
in every corner, and well were it if it would content it 
Jelf with corners 5 whereby not onely the power and 
heart, but the forme and face of Religion ſeerns to be 
loſt: Such as theſe, are Iniguities to be puniſhed by the 
Tudges. David cries out in this caſe , It is time for the 
Lord to work , for men have made did thy Lam, Val. 
exix. 126. and if it be time for God to work. I am ſure 
it 
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it in no time for the God: to fleep; to whom ſhould we 
as the Lords Advocares fly, but to you who are the 
cod, and ſo to judge for the Awake up to 
udgement, that men may not ſay that God hath for- 
ken the Earth; becauſe the Gods ſeem to do ſo. It's 
obſervable that David and Solomon when they were 
imployed in the Civil Affairs of the Kingdome , they 
are faid to fit upon their own Throne, and upon the 
Throne of their Father 3 but when they looked 
higher, to reforme Religion, to promote Godlineſle , 
to make them forlake their ſtrange Wives, as well as 
their ſtrange Gods, then they are ſaid to fit upon the 
Throne of the Lord , 2 Chron. ix. 8. 1 Chron. xxix. 23. 
The end of Magiſtracy is as I/. i. 26. to purge away our 
dreſſe, and taks away our Tinne , that we might be 
ca the City of Righteouſneſt ; and to that end he 
gives Judges as at firſt , and Counſellors as at the he- 
ginning. His-promiſe is to make our Officers peace, and 
our Exattors rightconſneſſe , Iſa. Ix. 17. that we might 
be a holy people, Iſa. lxii. 12. then may we expect a bleſ- 
"when we are the AMonntain e Holineſſe , as well 

as the Habitation of Tzſtice , Ter. xxxi. 23. 

It is neither glory to Cod, nor honour to a Magiſtrate, 
when the people is Gomorrah, or they called the rulers 
of Sodom, as Iſa. 1.10. My Lords, you bear the ſword, 
and its the ſword of the Lood. Act by his example, who 
alluding from the ſword in his hand , tothe ſword in his 
mouth, ſaith, Gen. vi. 3. WW, Nos er't tanquan 
gladins in vagina detentns , my ſpirit hall not be always 
as a ſword in its ſheath. Where God ſets his face againſt, 
you muſt not hide your eyes from: where God my 

G et 


— 


(45) 
eth out his arm, you muſt not have yours in your bo. 
ſome : where God draws his ſword, you muſt not ſheath 
it. Gods fword is drawn, and ſharpened, and furbiſhed 
againſt iniquity. Hold you it in your hand, that iniquity 
may be afraid 3 you bear it not in vain, but as the Mi- 

ſter of God for good, a terrour to the evil, and let it ap- 
pearſo. A Chriſtian Magiſtr:te ſhould go as far as Gal- 
lio went, who told them when they complained of St, 
Faul, that if there was A N # jadtigynpe mryir, Any 
wrong or wicked lewdneſs ; — man, or lewdnels 
againlt God: it was then reaſon he ſhould hear them, 
AQ: xviii. 14. And David is their example, who ſaid, 
he would as Pater patrie , early deftroy all the wicked 
doers out of the Land, Pſal. ci. 8. as the Wiſe-man faith, 
A King ſitting pon his Throne of Judgement, ſcattereth 
away a evil with bis eger. Let it not be as it was ſaid of 
Laiſh; Judg. xviii. 7. No Magiſtrate to put them to ſhame 
in any thing. The words are ny ww, no heir of re- 

ſtraint. Power and rule ſhould be as its prime end, a 
reitraint to evil , the Law being made for the ungodly , - 
1 Tu. 1.9, and that reſtraint beſt ated , which is done 
by an Heir of reſtraint , who hath right as well as igt: 
the word ſ1gnifies both poſſidens regnum, and heres inter- 
dif; a poſſeſlion of the kingdome , and an heir of re- 
ſtraint. We have, bleſled be God, poſſudens regnum, one 
that now poſſeſſeth the kingdome : and as a greater 
mercy, heres interdidi alſo, whoſe right it is. Let not 
the reſtraint be wanting. My Lords, it will lye at your 
doors for our heres interdicti. Our Gracious Sovereign, 
out of his pious and princely care, hath publickly and 
paſſionately declared his Royal diſpleaſure at, and dif- 

like 
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like of the prophaneneſs and debauchery which abounds 
in the Nation, and hath in Print eharged us to ſtir up 
thoſe that are in Authority to put forth this reſtraint, by 
execution of thoſe Laws in this caſe provided. I 
humbly therefore, being backed by the commands of 
God and Man, preſs this upon all that are in place and 
power, to give a curb to this growing wickedneſs. The 
well-remper'd Spring loſeth its virtue and ſtrength, if 
the leſſer wheels ml balance, that ſhould regulate the 
motion be out of tune. Let El; his Sentence caution you, 
1 84m, 111.13. for the iniquity that he knoweth of: & 
non vetat ,, quum poteſt, jubet , He that reſtraineth not , 
commands, as Miniſters contract the guilt of thoſe 
ſins they do not reprove : So Magiſtrates of thoſe things 
they do not puniſh. They became vile, and thou reftraineſt 
them not. © I ſaid thy houſe ſhould continue before me, 
here is the Amarti jn the Text, I have ſaid. And though 
men and devils cannot diſannull his word, yet God him- 
ſelf can reverſe it. But now be it far from me, Thoſe that 
honour me I will honour , and they that deſpiſe meſball be 
lightly eſteemed. 

2. Youare Gods; then let God be your Rule and 
Exemplar in Judgement, bee as he is, and do as he doth 
iy Baldens telleth us that there ovght to be 
a double falt in a Magiſtrate, Sal Scientie, and Conſcien- 
tie, the Salt of Science and Conſcience : by the one he 
will know what to do, by the other he will do accord- 
ing to what he knoweth. | 

t. Sel Scientiæ, the Salt of Knowledge; and that is 
either Juris, cr Fa#i: Knowledge of the Lm, or know- 
ledge of the Fa@, Firſt, for the knowledge of the Law. 
CG 2 A 
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A Judge muſt be a man of knowledge; Provide able men, 
faith Jethro to Moſes, Exod. xviii. 21. they muſt be Vi 
virtutis , Men of inward ſtrength. As Apollos was (aid 
to be Aw iris rai; ypare's, mighty in the Scriptmres , ſo 
muſt they be in the Law. God ĩs ſtiled « God of Rnow- 
ledge, and by him all actions are weighed , 1 Sew. ii. 
3. The knowledge of a Magiſtrate is his ballance 
wherein he doth Vbrare Inititiam , weigh forth Juſtice 
to others, itis his Standard and Rule whereby he mea- 
ſureth the actions of men. But of this A Lords, when 
I ſpeak before you , I may without flattery apologize 
with St. Paul to Agrippa, Acts xxvi 2.1 think my ſelf bappy 
that I am to addreſſe my ſelf to you , who are expert in 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of our Nation. 

Sceondly , for the Scientia ſacli, the knowledge of 
the fact, it is as neceſſary. When a Magiſtrate walks on 
in darkneſſe, he muſt ſtumble, and the foundations of 
the Earth will be out of courſe , — cognoſce, 
is the monit ĩon of a Heathen , When thow judgeſt know, 
what thou judgeſt. A Judge ſhould be to the le 
inſtead of cys, God himfelt will know and ſee 
he ſtriketh, Ger. xviii.21. I am come down to ſee whe- 
ther ſins be according to their cry. Quanquam Deg 4 
perta,tamen non. punit Audita ſed viſa. They were well 
known to God, ſo that not out of his own neceſſity, 
but for our Imitation he puniſheth , not what he hear- 
eth, but what he ſeeth. Chriſt as Iudge , 1ſa. xi. 3. 
Not according is hearing of his cars, or fight of his ows 
Ses, butwith righteouſneſſe ſhall he judge. My Lords, 
your Sentence is Terminatio Cauſæ, the termination and 


period of every Cauſe. One word from you in the — 
| phets 
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phets phil, deſtrozeth a man and bir houſe, even a 
wan and his heritage; and therefore your Sentence had 
need be well grounded, the Judges Sentence muſt be 
the Iſhee of examination and deliberation. Let it be 
true, that he is to proceed ſecundum allegata & pro- 
bats , it muſt be examinate allo ; as God himſelf came 
to examine Whether Sodow's cry was true; and Deut. 
xix. 18. I falſe witneſſe = wp againſt a man , to te- 

ie again, him that which is wrong , the Indge ſhall 
make diligent inquiſition : And el cleareth himſelf 
thus, The cauſe which I knew not I ſearched ant, Tel 

xxix. 16. The Jews had a Saying to this purpoſe, I 

% canle verba, ſed intra ſepta ratio. Words may be 
inthe door of the fold , but reaſon aud underſtanding 
muſt be within the hedge. God himſelf doth Iibraere 

Inſtitiam , weigh his Juſtice. And Area you know, the 
— of luſtice, as ſhe hath a Sword in one 
_ — hath 12 other; to 
tell you that you muſt ponder weigh before you 
ſtrike. The Rabbins have an — Being hve, 
an FR (END TOR PT TON, Beatns oft Index qui fermen- 
tas __ drawn from the Iſraelites, who be- 
cauſe of their haſte , could not ſtay to leaven their 
bread : the meaning of it is, That Judge doth well , who 
is mot haſty in Indgement. Deliberation and Conſulta- 
tion is the fermentation of Iudgement ; not as David in 
haſte gave Zibe Mephibeſteth's Land, and at the beſt, 
bad them divideit. Miſtake not the Hieroglyphicksof 
luſtice ſo, becauſe luſtice was pictured blind, therefore 
a Iudge muſt put out his cies; he muſt be quickſighted 

in every thing, but what may tempt him to pervert 

Tuſtice, 2. There 
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2. There is required Sal Conſtienti«, the Salt of 
Conſcience , that he may do according to what he 
| knoweth ;; this telleth you that you mult go Juſtice 

Effectually and do it Impartially. 

Firſt , Do it Effectually, God doth fo, he is known b 
the Indgement which he executeth, Pſal. ix. 16. and ſo 
ſhould you make it your buſineſſe to execute true Ju- 
ſtice , as God prepares his Throne for Indgement , Pjal. 
ix. 7. Will God pervert Tuſtice , is an Interrogatory that 
he vehemently denieth 7s viii. 3. it's far bom God, 
it ſhould be far from a Magiſtrate , as one of the great- 
eſt Solaciſmesthat can be committed. Injuſtice in a 
Judge, leaves injuſtice at Gods Door, and h not 
the Judge of all the World doright 2 One foul Sentence 
1s of more dangerous import then many foul examples; 
the one corrupts but the ſtream , but the other the — 
tainz as Prov. xxv. 26. Font tarbatus & vena corrupta. 
eff juitus cadens in ſud cauſ} coram adverſario. A trou- 
ce bled Fountain, is a juſt man falling in his cauſe be- 
fore the wicked. The Jews have a Saying , Cui per- 
#0rtit judicim periude eſt, ach perverteret jus Dei & 
depelleret pedes Majcitatis ipſins. For a Judge to per- 
© yert Judgement, is to pervert Gods right, and to 
i thruſt away the feet of the Almighty : who walks in 
the paths of Judgement, hear David: elegant Anthem, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 1, 2, 3. David the ſon 4 2 man rai- 
fed up on high , the anointed of God, the ſweet Pſalmiit 
of Iſrael ſaid , the ſpirit of God ſpake, the God of Iſ- 
rael ſaid , the Rock of Iſrael ſpake. A large Prologue 
to uſher ſome matter of weight, it's but this, He that 
ruleth over men muit be juſe , ruling in the ſear of God. 
And 
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And Dent. xvi. 20. That which is altogether juit , ſhalt 


then follow , ! ihe, 5 PS ps, as your margents 


read it Juice, Tuſtice , Shalt thow follow, the 1 i- 
nation denotes the aſſection with which God ſpeakes it; 
and the ſtrictueſſe with which you ſhould execute it 3 
hence Judges are called, Dar. iii. 2. w , f, 
a mM, quorum jus purum ft, whole Judgement is or 
ſhould be pure, and Chrilt as Judge ſets you a pattern, 
Iſa. xi. 5. Kighteouſneſſe ſhall be the girdle of bis lehnt, 
and faithfulneſſe the girdle of his reins. 

Secondly , Do it impartially , God doth ſo, and re- 
ſpects no mans perſon in Judgement. The Jews tell us 
that Ix , lignifieth both Aures and Bilances , the 
ears and a ballance , upon this ground that a Judges car 
ſhould be as the tongue of a ballance , ſtand in equili- 
bris, equal to both parts, till the weight in the ſcale 
make it incline to either lide 3 Canſa non perſona, The 
Cauſe not the Perſon , ſhould be a Judges Motto, hence 
the Athenians , the Egyptians and the Thebans pictured 
Juſtice blind, and without hands 3 their Judges being 
appointed to fit in the dark, that they might know no 
mans face but his cauſe. The Jews ſay , Cui aut amici 
ant inimici perſonam induit Indicis exnit, He that acts 
s either as a friend or as an enemy acts not like a Judge. 
He is not for fear as Plat? , nor for favour as Herod, nor 
for hatred, as 4hab, nor for hope as Felix, to paſſe any 
Sentence: Juſtice muſt run with an even courſe, with- 
out the weight of any ballancing intereſts , thus exc- 
cute true —— in the Gate, and do no untighte- 
ouſueſle in Judgement , and you will prove your ſelves 
Gods , and Children of the Moſt High. Hear not mine, 
but Davids Suaſives to mind you: 1. He 
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1. He tells you v. 1. God fandeth in the Congregati- 
on of the Gods. He is InſpeJor morum , your Dreadful 
Overſeer, and is privy to your Sentences : Let not 
Judgement (in the Prophets phraſe) be far off, when 
there ſtands a God of Jud t ſo near you. The Wiſe 
man tells you, Eccleſ. 5. 9 When there is a violent per- 
werting of Judgement and * in a City , 4 higher then 
the higheſt regardeth it; and Job xxxvi. 7. His eyes are 
with Kings upon the Throne : So with you upon the Seat 


of Jud t. 

2. He tells you , you are foundations, v. 5. and upon 
you the whole fabrick leans, it is to you (as — 
to Moſes) that we come for Juſtice. If the foundations 
be out ofcourſe, the fabrick muſt fall; you will be our 
happineſſe if you execute true Tudgement in the midſt 
of us. The Tudges uſed to fit in the Gate, to ſhew us that 
Iuſtice and ludgement is a ſtronger Palladium to the 
City, thenall the tutelary gods 3 we may take the mea« 
ſure of our peace and happineſſe by the line of Tuſtice 
which you draw over us. Juſtice is the pulſe of the 
Body Politick, Hab. i. 4. ene, our Tranſlation 
reads it, the Law fails, or is flacked, and Indgement 
goeth not forth ;, but debilitata eft lex, reads the inter- 
lincary; and the word it relates to the pulſe of a na- 
tural body. Ceſſabat motus vel = cordis, faith Shind- 
ler, the motion or pulſe of the heart is ceaſed , to try 
the health, we feel the pulſe of the body; a weak of an 
1 pulſe is a bad indication of a declining 

ate, 
3- He teheth vou v. 6. you are Gods, and Children of 
the Meſe I gb, it is your Honour, and brings you the 
nearer 
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nearer to God, if you execute true Iudgement in the 
Gate. You will endear both God and man by it: Men 
you will: Abſalom by but pretending to it, ſtole away 
the hearts of the people, 2 Sa. xv. 6. Job as a Prince 
and Iudge, put on Judgement 4 4 Robe and a Diadem, 
Job. xxix. and the eye that ſaw him, witneſſed his ho- 
WOnr , the ear that heard bim, bleſſed him, and 
waited i at the latter rain, v. xi. 23. He that ru- 
ling over men is juſt, is as the morning when the Sun 
ariſeth, a morning without clouds , as clear Sun ſhine 
after rain, 2 Sam. xxiii. 4. and you will take God, being 
herein as David after his own heart, he will delightin 
ou, as you delight in Iuſtice and Tudgement 3 who will 
e ready to lay, Ter. xxxi. 23. The Lord bleſſe thee, O ha- 
bitation ef Iuſtice. The Rabinical Apothegme is to this 
purpoſe, Qui judicat veritatis judicium facit Majeſta- 
tem divinam habitare ſuper Iſraelam. He that executes 
true Tudgement , makes the Divine Majeſty to dwel 
in Iſrael. 
4. He telleth you, you die like men. As the Ma- 
iſtrate is the breath of our Noſtrils, ſo his breath is in 
is Noſtrils. As the Apoſtle telleth us, Heb. 7. There 
are many Prieſts who are not ſuffered to continue b 
reaſon of death; ſo there are .«;1w e134l, Many Lor 
that are not ſuffered to continue by reaſon of death ʒ 
Chriſt alone is the Prince and Prieſt after the power of 
an endleſſe life. It is an obſervation of the Leamed Ve- 
rulam, That the ſumme of what may be ſaid to a Magi- 
ſtrate , lies in theſe two, Aemento te eſſe hominem , and 
Memento te eſe Deum. Remember thou art a God , and 


Remember thou art a Man: the one as Calcar, the o- 
H ther 
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of Eaſe 
of Kings, and to lie down in yourear- 
then Beds, the fruit of your righteouſneſſe may be 


ce. 
" He tells you v. 8. rr the Earth, and 
be Judge himſelf, P/al. I. 6. with a Selah for you, and 
us to mark, and after you ceaſe to judge us, God muſt 
then judge you. Paſſe no Sentence therefore here, but 
what may abide the teſt , when every mans work ſhall 
be tried by fire: It was ſaid of Nerve, that he com- 
forted himielf in this. Se ii ſeciſſ quo minus imperio 
depoſits privatus t wivere poſſit > That he did no- 

* thing during his Government, but his power bei 
© laid aſide, be could live ſafely a private life, It is 
well for men in power, ſo to act, as that they may free- 
ly look man inthe face; but it is a great deal bettet, ſo 
to act, as that they may be able with cheerfulneſle to 
look God in the face. The Jewes have a Saying , ren 
«dmodum judicelti ad lencem Tanocentie & me- 
ter ſibi judex «cſi gladins inter famore , & 2 
aperta La As thou haſt judged by the ballance of 
© Innocency , fo the Supreme Judge mall judge thee. 
Therefure ſet. che Judge u imagine to him. 
ſelf, as if be had a Sword between his thighs, and as 
it Hell was open before him. So judge us bere , whilſt 
we 
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we ſtand before you — "come to ſtand be- 


fore God , you — change your Seat, for 
— there to ſir judge — ve Tribes of 
racl, 
Laſtly, one word of application ral to us all, 
and I have done. Magiſtrates are Sa: 
him, and doing his work in judgement : . Then God is 
2 himſelf , and he will jud the World , and there 
is a ludgement to come, and theſe are but the Pro- 
to that dreadful Solemnity. And it cannot well 
be, that we being helped on, by ſuch Monitors, ſhould 
be unmindful of that day, theſe being ſo lively repre- 
ſcatativesof it 5 and leaſt we ſhould , theſe are our An- 
nual Remembrancers, all we who are but Spectators 
of others Iudgement , muſt be concerned in 
that upon our on actompts, where we all ſhall have 
our Laſt Trial, not for Temporal Inheritances, but for 
Eternity. The true Notion of lud to come well 
confidered, made Felix tremble when he — 
the ludgement Seat 3 much more will it ha ve that 
upon us, when we come to ſtand before it. Can we 
hear of the coming of the ludge, and not think of that, 
wherein it is ſa id, He cometh is judge the World in 
Kightcouſneſſe , riding his laſt Circuit upon his Cloudy 
Chariot , Pſal. xcVi. 13. Can you behold the great 
Conflux of people from every Quarter to this Solemni- 
„and not think of that day, wherein he ſhall call to 
levent from above, and the earth beneath, to his 
— P/al. 1. I, 4. Can behold the perlon of 
the udge , and not think that man by whow God 
appointed to judge the World, AS: xvii. 31. Can 


ye 


(56) 
ye hear the Trumpet . and not 
think of thoſe formidable Heraldsof that Day; when 
he ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a ſhout, with the voice 
of the Archangel , and the Trumpet ſhall ſound, and the 
dead — be raiſed, 1 Theſſ. iv. Latter End. Can ye 
d theſe (as the Poet calls it Zgmite purpurea, fo 
here upon better reaſon theſe flaming Scarlet Robes 
with which the ludge fits veſted , and not think of 
thoſe flaming Robes which that ludge ſhall come cloa- 
thed with, when he ſhall come in flames to render venge- 
ence upon all ungodlinefſe , 2 Theſſ.i. 8. Can ye behold 
the I fit down upon his Seat to take cognilance of 
all Cauſe Ten Civil, m_ not — — 
Vinon, Chri ing down u is Seat, to ta 
niſance of «ll — done — body whether — 
evil, 2 Cor. v. 10. Can ye behold the luſtices of the 
Peace upon the Bench, as Indicis Coaſſeſſorer , Coaſ- 
ſefiors with the ludge by joynt ſufirage , ratifying the 
ſenſe and proceedings at Law. And not think of thoſe 
Coaſſeilors with the Great ludge, who ſhall judge the 
World, and fit upon Thrones , by joynt ſuffrage and aſ- 
ſent, ratifying the ings of that Iudge , 1 Cor. vi. 
2. Can ye behold the Gaol delivery, the priſoners con- 
ducted to the Bar by the laylor, and ſurrendred up to 
Iuſtice ; and not think of that great Gaol Delivery, 
wherein Earth and Sea ſhall give wp their dead, and 
ſanall and great ſhall Hand before God , Kev, xx. 17, 
13. Can you ſee the Books opened, every mans Caſe 
ſtared , Inditements read, Witnelles produced, and 
circumſtances proved, and all fit for Sentence ; and 
not tlunk of thoſe Books which (ball be opened, where- 
in 


regiſtred, and we all ſhall be 
judged ant of thoſe books , Rev. xx. at which time there, 
will be:ynprifoament without 
out Igor it + Sernence 
without Writ of Error, Execution without Reprieve, 
and Judgement without Mercy for all Sinners; all which 
though it be the leaſt in mens thoughts, yet it ſhall cer- 
tainly come, and i before-hand to ſet our 
ſelves before that T |. And when we behold the 
galley felons at the Bar, with pale face, , and akeing 

rts , let us think every one of us, [emacs res agi- 
And thus reaſon, Seerag 


ter, our part. is now acting 
we look for ſuch thingt , 
we ts be in «ll holineſe f 
te 2 
the time of our ſojourning here in fear. Homo times Re- 
gems u forte crap merit ne puaniat une, © non times 
« Rege were in. jus pottitate e am r in hoc 
, © in vemturs. Alen Frs in Exod. xx. 3. We 
fear the Magiitrate, who may die tos morrow , leaſt be 
e * hut frar wet the great King, in wholc 
band our ſouls are inthis life, and that which is ts come. 
The lews have letr a caution behind them. Hee 
tris confideres & non incides in manu tranſyreſſionis : 
Unde vents , quo tendis & coram quo tibi ratio red- 
dend fit. Conlider theſe theſe three things, and thou 
ſhalt not fall into hands of bee : Whence 
thou comeſt , whither- thou geg, before whom thou 
muſt groe an acrompt. So ſpeak and ſo do, as thoſe that 
mult be judged by the Xoyel Law, the ſtricteſt Rule, 
and ſtand at his Tribunal, who is the ſevereſt ludge; 


that 
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that we may with freedome go to meet him in the air; 
ace having — — and ſo to 
fall 4 but the white ſtone of Abfolution ,'and ſo to 
ſtand in Judgement , and be for ever with the Lord. 


And thou O Father, Who haſt appoi to judge 
the World by that Man lefus Chriſt , and wilſt con- 


yince the World of fin by thy Spirit : Send down 
thy Spirit into our hearts, and © blefſe theſe thy ſer- 
vants who are now to judge in him whche 
Spirit of Tudgement 5 that they execute the 
luſtice of odd i — , t they — — 


fear to ſtand before that Great T ; inthe 
— — 7 Seemer —.— — 
tough * cars t we living in t 

— — bur tothe will of 4 we 
may all, ben we come to meer ar chat Great Aſfire, 
be blameieſle, and without fpor at his appeari 
And this we for the Sake and in the Nanof lets; 
Chriſt ourdear , to whom with thee, O Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Ghoſt , deal Glory and Hononr, 
now and cwet r 
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